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DEC’s Mission

"The quality of our environment is fundamental to our concern for the quality of life. It is hereby
declared to be the policy of the State of New York to conserve, improve and protect its natural
resources and environment and to prevent, abate and control water, land and air pollution, in
order to enhance the health, safety and welfare of the people of the state and their overall
economic and social well-being." - Environmental Conservation Law 1-0101(1)

Vision Statement

State Forests on the St. Lawrence Foothills Unit will be managed in a sustainable manner by
promoting ecosystem health, enhancing landscape biodiversity, protecting soil productivity and
water quality. In addition, the State Forests on this unit will continue to provide the many
recreational, social and economic benefits valued so highly by the people of New York State.
DEC will continue the legacy which started more than 80 years ago, leaving these lands to the
next generation in better condition than they are today.

This plan sets the stage for DEC to reach these ambitious goals by applying the latest research
and science, with guidance from the public, whose land we have been entrusted to manage.
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Preface

State Forest Overview
The public lands comprising this unit play a unique role in the landscape. Generally, the State
Forests of the unit are described as follows:

e large, publicly owned land areas;

¢ managed by professional Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) foresters;

e green certified jointly by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) & Sustainable Forestry
Initiative (SFI);

e set aside for the sustainable use of natural resources, and;

e open to recreational use.

Management will ensure the sustainability, biological diversity, and protection of functional
ecosystems and optimize the ecological benefits that these State lands provide, including the
following:

¢ maintenance/increase of local and regional biodiversity

e response to shifting land use trends that affect habitat availability

e mitigation of impacts from invasive species

e response to climate change through carbon sequestration and habitat, soil and water
protection

Legal Considerations

Article 9, Titles 5 and 7, of the Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) authorize DEC to
manage lands acquired outside the Adirondack and Catskill Parks. This management includes
watershed protection, production of timber and other forest products, recreation, and
kindred purposes.

For additional information on DEC’s legal rights and responsibilities, please review the statewide
Strategic Plan for State Forest Management (SPSFM) at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64567.html. Refer specifically to pages 33 and 317.

Management Planning Overview

The St. Lawrence Foothills Unit Management Plan (UMP) is based on a long range vision for
the management of Catherineville State Forest, Crary Mills State Forest, Degrasse State Forest,
Downerville State Forest, Glenmeal State Forest, High Flats State Forest, Orebed Creek State
Forest, Silver Hill State Forest, Snow Bowl State Forest, Taylor Creek State Forest, West
Parishville State Forest, Whippoorwill Corners State Forest, and Whiskey Flats State Forest,
balancing long-term ecosystem health with current and future demands. This Plan addresses
management activities on this unit for the next ten years, though some management
recommendations will extend beyond the ten-year period. Factors such as budget constraints,
wood product markets, and forest health problems may necessitate deviations from the
scheduled management activities.

Public Participation
One of the most valuable and influential aspects of UMP development is public participation.
Public meetings are held to solicit input and written and verbal comments are encouraged while
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management plans are in draft form. Mass mailings, press releases and other methods for
soliciting input are often also used to obtain input from adjoining landowners, interest groups
and the general public.

Strategic Plan for State Forest Management

This unit management plan is designed to implement DEC’s statewide Strategic Plan for State
Forest Management (SPSFM). Management actions are designed to meet local needs while
supporting statewide and eco-regional goals and objectives.

The SPSFM is the statewide master document and Generic Environmental Impact Statement
(GEIS) that guides the careful management of natural and recreational resources on State
Forests. The plan aligns future management with principles of landscape ecology, ecosystem
management, multiple use management and the latest research and science available at this
time. It provides a foundation for the development of Unit Management Plans. The SPSFM
divides the State into 80 geographic “units,” composed of DEC administered State Forests that
are adjacent and similar to one another. For more information on management planning, see
SPSFM page 21 at http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64567.html.

DEC’s Management Approach and Goals

Forest Certification of State Forests

In 2000, New York State DEC-Bureau of State Land Management received Forest Stewardship
Council® (FSC®) certification under an independent audit conducted by the National Wildlife
Federation - SmartWood Program. This certification included 720,000 acres of State Forests in
DEC Regions 3 through 9 managed for water quality protection, recreation, wildlife habitat,
timber and mineral resources (multiple-use). To become certified, the Department had to meet
more than 75 rigorous criteria established by FSC. Meeting these criteria established a
benchmark for forests managed for long-term ecological, social and economic health. The
original certification and contract was for five years.

By 2005 the original audit contract with the SmartWood Program expired. Recognizing the
importance and the value of dual certification, the Bureau sought bids from prospective auditing
firms to reassess the Bureaus State Forest management system to the two most internationally
accepted standards - FSC and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI®) program. However,
contract delays and funding shortfalls slowed the Departments ability to award a new agreement
until early 2007.

Following the signed contract with NSF-International Strategic Registrations and Scientific
Certification Systems, the Department was again audited for dual certification against FSC and
additionally the SFI program standards on over 762,000 acres of State Forests in Regions 3
through 9. This independent audit of State Forests was conducted by these auditing firms from
May until July 2007 with dual certification awarded in January 2008.

State Forests continue to maintain certification under the most current FSC and SFI standards.
Forest products derived from wood harvested off State Forests from this point forward may now
be labeled as “certified” through chain-of-custody certificates. Forest certified labeling on wood
products may assure consumers that the raw material was harvested from well-managed
forests.
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The Department is part of a growing number of public, industrial and private forest land owners
throughout the United States and the world whose forests are certified as sustainably managed.
The Department’s State Forests can also be counted as part a growing number of working
forest land in New York that is third-party certified as well managed to protect habitat, cultural
resources, water, recreation, and economic values now and for future generations.

Ecosystem Management Approach

State Forests on this unit will be managed using an ecosystem management approach which
will holistically integrate principles of landscape ecology and multiple use management to
promote habitat biodiversity, while enhancing the overall health and resiliency of the State
Forests.

Ecosystem management is a process that considers the total environment - including all non-
living and living components; from soil micro-organisms to large mammals, their complex
interrelationships and habitat requirements and all social, cultural, and economic factors. For
more information on ecosystem management, see SPSFM page 39 at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64567.html.

Multiple-use Management

DEC will seek to simultaneously provide many resource values on the unit such as, fish and
wildlife, wood products, recreation, aesthetics, minerals, watershed protection, and historic or
scientific values.

Landscape Ecology

The guiding principle of multiple use management on the
unit will be to provide a wide diversity of habitats that
naturally occur within New York, while ensuring the
protection of rare, endangered and threatened species
and perpetuation of highly ranked unique natural
communities. The actions included in this plan have been
developed following an analysis of habitat needs and
overall landscape conditions within the planning unit (i.e.
the geographical area surrounding and including the
State Forests) the larger ecoregion and New York State.

Landscape ecology seeks to improve
) landscape conditions, taking into
Ecosystem Management Strategies account the existing habitats and land

The following strategies are the tools at DEC’s disposal, ~ cover throughout the planning unit,

. . . including private lands
which will be carefully employed to practice landscape ap
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ecology and multiple-use management on the unit. The management strategy will affect species
composition and habitat in both the short and long term. For more information on these
management strategies, please see SPSFM page 81 at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64567.html.

Passive Management

DEC foresters will employ passive management strategies through the designation of natural
and protection areas, and buffers around those areas, such as along streams, ponds and other
wetlands, where activity is limited.

Silviculture (Active Management)

DEC foresters will practice silviculture; the art and science of controlling the establishment,
growth, composition, health, and quality of forests and woodlands, in an effort to promote
biodiversity and produce sustainable forest products. There are two fundamental silvicultural
systems which can mimic the tree canopy openings and disturbances that occur naturally in all
forests; even-aged management and uneven aged management. Each system favors a different
set of tree species. In general, even-aged management includes creating wide openings for
large groups of trees that require full sunlight to regenerate and grow together as a cohort, while
uneven-aged management includes creating smaller patch openings for individual trees or small
groups of trees that develop in the shade but need extra room to grow to their full potential.

State Forest Management Goals

Goal 1 - Provide Healthy and Biologically Diverse Ecosystems

Ecosystem health is measured in numerous ways. One is by the degree to which natural
processes are able to take place. Another is by the amount of naturally occurring species that
are present, and the absence of non-native species. No single measure can reveal the overall
health of an ecosystem, but each is an important part of the larger picture. The Department will
manage State Forests so that they demonstrate a high degree of health as measured by
multiple criteria, including the biodiversity that they support.

Goal 2 — Maintain Man-made State Forest Assets

Man-made assets on State Forests include structures, boundary lines, trails, roads and any
other object or infrastructure that exists because it was put there by people. Many of these items
need no more than a periodic check to make sure they are still in working order. Others need
regular maintenance to counteract the wear of regular use. It is the Department’s intent to
ensure that all man-made items on State Forests are adequately maintained to safely perform
their intended function.

Goal 3 — Provide Recreational Opportunities for People of all Ages and Abilities

State Forests are suitable for a wide variety of outdoor recreational pursuits. Some of these
activities are entirely compatible with one another, while others are best kept apart from each
other. Equally varied are the people who undertake these activities, as well as their abilities, and
their desire to challenge themselves. While not all people will be able to have the experience
they desire on the same State Forest, the Department will endeavor to provide recreational
opportunities to all those who wish to experience the outdoors in a relatively undeveloped
setting.


http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64567.html

PREFACE

DEC’s MANAGEMENT APPROACH AND GOALS

Goal 4 — Provide Economic Benefits to the People of the State

ECL §1-0101(1) provides in relevant part that “It is hereby declared to be the policy of the State
of New York to conserve, improve and protect its natural resources and environment and to
prevent, abate and control water, land and air pollution, in order to enhance the health, safety
and welfare of the people of the state and their overall economic and social well-being.”
(Emphasis added) In considering all proposed actions, the Department will attempt to balance
environmental protection with realizing potential economic benefit.

Goal 5 — Provide a Legal Framework for Forest Conservation and Sustainable
Management of State Forests

Staff must have clear and sound guidance to direct their decisions and actions. Likewise, the
public must have clear information regarding what they are and are not allowed to do on State
Forests. Both of these are provided by well-written laws, regulations and policies. The
Department will work to improve existing legal guidance that has proved to be inadequate, and
create new guidance that is needed but does not yet exist.
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LOCATION MAP

DEC’s MANAGEMENT APPROACH AND GOALS

Location Map
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STATE LANDS IN THE UNIT

Information on the St. Lawrence Foothills Unit

State Lands in the Unit

Table I.A. contains the names of the state land facilities that make up this unit.

Table I.A. — State Lands in the Unit

Facility Name and Webpage

Deeded Acreage*

GIS Acreage**

Catherineville State Forest — SL RA 8

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/95262.html 1,619 1,623

Crary Mills State Forest — SL RA 40 563 587

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/82476.html

Degrasse State Forest — SL RA 13

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/82481.html 1,183 1,180

Downerville State Forest — SL RA 26

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/97736.html 1,395 1,443

Glenmeal State Forest — SL RA 19 824 826

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/91697.html

High Flats State Forest — SL RA 20

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/104007.html 2,018 1,995

Orebed Creek State Forest — SL RA 14 776 791

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/82487.html

Silver Hill State Forest — SL RA 35 787 783

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/86564.html

Snow Bowl State Forest — SL RA 34 802 797

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/97265.html

Taylor Creek State Forest — SL RA 3

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/82471.html 1,870 1,860

West Parishville State Forest — SL RA 28 802 792

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/86888.html

Whippoorwill Corners State Forest — SL RA 41 1977 1281

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/98638.html ’ ’

Whiskey Flats State Forest — SL RA 2

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/96455.html 2,595 2,533
Total 16,471 16,491

*Acreage based on deeds and survey maps

**Acreage based on GIS State Lands Forest
Stands Coverage. All plan analysis uses GIS
Acreage
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INFORMATION ON THE ST. LAWRENCE FOOTHILLS UNIT

HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE FORESTS

Facilities Not Included in this UMP

This UMP includes only properties that are located outside of the Adirondack Park. However,
two state forests adjoin the park boundary and are adjacent to other state owned lands within
the Adirondack Park. Degrasse and Downerville State Forests are adjacent to portions of the
Grass River Wild Forest, located in the town of Clare. For more information about the Grass
River UMP unit, see the DEC website at http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/22575.html .

Several state forests also adjoin private lands within the Adirondack Park, on which the DEC
owns a Conservation Easement. Snow Bowl State Forest is adjacent to the Preston Lot
Conservation Easement in the town of Parishville. Taylor Creek State Forest is adjacent to the
Grass River Conservation Easement in the town of Clare. Orebed Creek State Forest is
adjacent to the Tooley Pond Conservation Easement in the town of Clare.High Flats State
Forest is adjacent to the South Colton Conservation Easement. More information about the
Conservation Easement program can be found on the DEC website at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/41156.html.

The DEC also maintains several boat launch and fishing access sites on rivers and lakes
throughout the area. For more information about these sites, see the DEC website at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/23866.html.

Adjacent Public Lands Not Managed by the Department

There are several St. Lawrence County Forests located adjacent to state forests in this unit.
These include St. Lawrence Co. Forest #2, #3, and #4 (adjacent to Whiskey Flats State Forest),
SLC #8 and #38 (adjacent to Catherineville State Forest), SLC #9 (adjacent to High Flats State
Forest), and SLC #13 and #37 (adjacent to West Parishville State Forest). These areas are
managed by the St. Lawrence County Soil and Water Conservation District. For more
information, see their website at http://www.co.st-lawrence.ny.us/Departments/SoilWater/.

Higley Flow State Park is located near the hamlet of South Colton. It is managed by the New
York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation. For more information on this
facility, visit the OPRH website at http://nysparks.com/parks/58/details.aspx.

High Conservation Value Forests

High Conservation Value Forests (HCVF) are those portions of State Forests which have known
high conservation values that the Department feels should take precedent over all other land
use and management decisions. HCVFs may not be identified on every Unit and State Forests
that have an HCVF designated will not necessarily have multiple classifications. Areas that are
identified as having exceptional values may be managed for timber, wildlife and/or recreation,
however management activities must maintain or enhance the high conservation values
present. Currently, HCVFs are assigned to one or more of five land classifications, four of which
may be found on State Forests:

1. Rare Community - Forest areas that are in or contain rare, threatened or endangered
ecosystems.
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GEOLOGY

2. Special Treatment - Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant
concentrations of biodiversity values (e.g. endemism, endangered species, and refugia).

3. Cultural Heritage — Forest areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of local
communities (e.g. subsistence, health) and are critical to their traditional cultural identity
(areas of cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance identified in cooperation
with such local communities).

4. Watershed - Forest areas that provide safe drinking water to local municipalities.

5. Forest Preserve* - Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant
large landscape level forests, contained within, or containing the management unit,
where viable populations of most if not all naturally occurring species exist in natural
patterns of distribution and abundance.

*Forest Preserve lands inside both the Adirondack and Catskills Park Blue line. Although
Forest Preserve is not considered State Forest, they offer a significant high conservation
value for lands managed by the Department.

Portions of the St. Lawrence Foothills Unit have been identified as having high conservation
value. Acreage totals for designated HCVFs located within the unit can be found in the
appropriate sections below. For more information on HCVFs please go to
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/42947 .html.

Geology

Geologically, this unit is very complex. The underlying bedrock of the Northwest Lowlands area
is highly metamorphosed sedimentary and igneous, and is composed of marbles, quartzites,
and gneisses which have been further deformed by folding, resulting in the present-day
northeast-southwest pattern of ridges of more resistant bedrock with glacially-eroded valleys
underlain by less resistant units. The Adirondacks are an outlying part of the Grenville Province
of the Canadian Shield and are still connected to it by the Frontenac Axis running through the
Thousand Islands region. The bedrock of the Central Adirondack Highlands is plutonic in origin
(i.e., cooled from magma at great depth), consisting largely of Precambrian units that have been
highly metamorphosed, and are therefore harder and more resistant to erosion. Between the
Northwest Lowlands and the Central Highlands is the Carthage-Colton Mylonite Zone, a narrow
region of highly deformed rock formed by ductile shearing as the Northwest plate moved over
and down past the Central Highlands.

The last glacial advance (Wisconsinan Stage) receded from this area about 10,000 years ago.
Short term advances and retreats within the Wisconsinan Stage resulted in a complexity of
features formed by glacial Lake Iroquois, the Champlain Sea, and the rivers running into them.
In the lower-energy marine plain, fine-grained glacial deposits resulted in the finer-textured soils
in the Crary Mills State Forest area. The sand and gravel deposits found in the Parishville and
Colton areas are the result of shoreline erosion and outflow into Lake Iroquois forming kames
and dunes. Further south, where the highlands were not covered by glacial lakes or inland
seas, glacial till (a poorly sorted deposit consisting of grain sizes ranging from clay to boulders)
as the ice sheet receded.
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SolILS

The ancient crystalline rocks of this region contain some of the state’s richest mineral deposits.
Some of these, such as zinc, lead, and silver, were mined at a deep mine near Glenmeal State
Forest.

Soils

Soils provide the foundation, both figuratively and literally, of forested ecosystems. They support
an immense number of microorganisms, fungi, mosses, insects, herpetofauna and small
mammals which form the base of the food chain. They filter and store water and also provide
and recycle nutrients essential for all plant life. For information on DEC’s policies for the
protection of forest soils, as well as water resources please see SPSFM page 108 at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64567.html.

Table I.B. - Soils (see Figure 1 for maps)

Facility Name Predominant Soil Type(s) Acres
Catherineville State Forest Malone Loam 410
Crary Mills State Forest Roundabout Silt Loam 87
Degrasse State Forest Tunbridge-Lyman-Dawson Complex 406
Downerville State Forest Tunbridge-Lyman-Dawson Complex 1,046
Glenmeal State Forest Tunbridge-Lyman-Dawson Complex 596
High Flats State Forest Tunbridge-Lyman-Dawson Complex 1,109
Orebed Creek State Forest Tunbridge-Lyman-Dawson Complex 505
Silver Hill State Forest Tunbridge-Lyman-Dawson Complex 337
Snow Bowl State Forest Berkshire-Lyman Complex 171
Taylor Creek State Forest Tunbridge-Lyman-Dawson Complex 1,191
West Parishville State Forest Adams Sand 334
\Ii\g;g)sp;oorwnl Corners State Tunbridge-Lyman-Dawson Complex 669
Whiskey Flats State Forest Adams Sand 727

Soils in this unit vary from the somewhat poorly drained silty soils in the Crary Mills area,
through the droughty outwash sands of Parishville to the shallow, loamy soils of Colton,
Pierrepont and Russell.

Crary Mills State Forest soils are very fine sandy loam and Roundabout silt loam. These are
deep, moderately well drained to somewhat poorly drained, clayey soils formed in marine
sediments deposited during the glacial period. These soils pose some limitations to recreational
development.

West Parishville and Whiskey Flats State Forest have much of their areas in the Adams sand
type. This is a deep, excessively well drained, sandy soil formed in marine shoreline or glacial
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outwash. It tends to be droughty with limitations for plant growth but is able to withstand more
recreational use.

Catherineville, Degrasse, Downerville, Glenmeal, High Flats, Orebed Creek, Silver Hill, Snow
Bowl, Taylor Creek, and Whippoorwill Corners State Forests have soils of the Tunbridge-
Lyman-Dawson complex. These are rocky, loamy soils formed in glacial till and are generally
shallow to bedrock or to a dense impermeable layer. The Catherineville area also has a
significant area of Malone-Adjidaumo complex soils. Most of these soils are moderately well to
somewhat poorly drained soils which present some limitations for road building and recreational
use. Some of these soils contain an extreme amount of boulders.

Upland Natural Hardwood and/or Softwood Stands

Naumburg loamy fine sand: A very deep, level and somewhat poorly drained low lime, sandy
soil formed in lake laid deposits. The available water capacity is very low and permeability is
rapid.

Wegatchie silt loam: A very deep, level and poorly to very poorly drained medium lime, silty
soil formed in lake laid deposits. The available water capacity is high and the permeability
moderately slow.

Fahey loamy fine sand: Very deep, nearly level and moderately well drained. A low lime,
sandy and gravely soil formed in wave washed material. The sand and gravel are underlain by
loamy glacial till material. The sand and gravel thickness varies from 3 feet to greater than 6
feet. The available water capacity is very low. Permeability is rapid in the upper sand and gravel
layer but moderately slow below.

Croghan sand, 0 to 8% slopes: Very deep and nearly level to gently sloping. A moderately
well drained, low lime sandy soil formed in lake laid deposits. The available water capacity is
very low and permeability very rapid.

Planted Forests

Croghan loamy fine sand: Very deep, nearly level to gentle slope and moderately well
drained. Low lime, sandy soil formed in lake laid deposits. Available water capacity is very low
and permeability is very rapid.

Adams loamy fine sand, 2 to 8% slopes: Very deep and gently sloping. A well to excessively
drained low lime sandy soil formed in out wash. The available water capacity is low to very low.
Permeability is rapid in the upper 2 feet and very rapid below that.

Trout River loamy sand, 3 to 8% slopes: A very deep, gently sloping and somewhat
excessively drained low lime, sandy and gravely soil formed in wave washed material. The sand
and gravel are underlain by loamy glacial till material. The thickness of sand and gravel varies
from 3 feet to greater than 6 feet. Available water capacity is very low and permeability is rapid
in the upper section but moderately slow below.

Coveytown loamy fine sand: Very deep, nearly level and somewhat poorly drained medium
lime soil. The upper 2 to 3 feet is formed in sandy lake laid deposits and the lower part is loamy
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WATER RESOURCES

glacial till. Available water capacity is very low. Permeability is moderately rapid to rapid in the
upper part and moderately slow to moderate in the lower part.

Lowland Swamps

Carbondale muck: Deep, level and very poorly drained muck soil formed in organic residues.
The organic soil material is greater than 51 inches thick over any mineral soil material. The
available water capacity is high and the permeability is moderate.

Borosaprists & Fluvaquents, frequently flooded: Nearly level, moderately shallow to very
deep and very poorly to somewhat poorly drained soils that are in flood plain areas. Most of
these soils have formed in organic material (muck). Some have formed in mineral soil material
(sand, silt or clay). These areas are subject to frequent flooding from nearby streams.

Fluvaquents - Udifluvents complex, frequently flooded: Shallow to deep, nearly level, very
poorly to well drained, sandy to clayey soils that are in flood plain areas. These areas are
subject to frequent flooding from nearby streams. Maps of soil types found in this unit are
included as Figure 1.

Water Resources

DEC’s GIS data contains an inventory of wetlands, vernal pools, spring seeps, intermittent
streams, perennial streams, rivers and water bodies on the unit. This data is used to establish
special management zones and plan appropriate stream crossings for the protection of water
resources. Table |.C. contains a summary of water resources data on the unit.

Table I.C. — Water Resources (see Figure 2 for maps)
Watersheds
Hydrologic unit(s)
Alder Meadow Brook — W. Branch St. Regis

; 801 ac.
River
Cold Brook 753 ac.
Dan Wright Brook — Trout Brook 3,618 ac.
Deerskin Creek — Middle Branch Grass River 791 ac.
Grannis Brook 229 ac.
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Hopkinton Brook 54 ac.
North Branch Grass River 1,319 ac.
Parkhurst Brook 1,168 ac.
Plumb Brook — Grass River 3,391 ac.
South Branch Grass River 398 ac.
Stafford Brook — Raquette River 1,301 ac.
Tracy Brook — Little River 442 ac.
Upper Trout Brook 145 ac.
Van Rensselear Creek — Little River 2,036 ac.
Wetlands
State Regulated Wetlands 519 ac.
Federal Regulated Wetlands 861 ac.
Unregulated Wetland (not included above) 525 ac.
Streams/Rivers *
AAorA 2.9 mi.
B 0.0 mi.
Perennial streams/rivers :
C 0.0 mi.
D 11.6 mi.
AA(T), A
Trout streams/rivers (T),B(T)or 37.4 mi.
C(T)
Water Bodies
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Water bodies (open-water ponds and lakes) 80 ac.

*For information regarding stream classifications please refer to
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6042.html

e The classification AA or A is assigned to waters used as a source of drinking water.

o Classification B indicates a best usage for swimming and other contact recreation, but
not for drinking water.

o Classification C is for waters supporting fisheries and suitable for non - contact activities.
e The lowest classification and standard is D.

Waters with classifications A, B, and C may also have a standard of (T), indicating that it may
support a trout population, or (TS), indicating that it may support trout spawning (TS). Special
requirements apply to sustain these waters that support these valuable and sensitive fisheries
resources.

Named Class AA perennial streams in this unit include Taylor Creek and Van Rensselaer
Creek. Named Class C perennial streams (T or TS) include Alder Meadow Brook, Buck Brook,
Dan Wright Brook, Grass River, Middle Branch Grass River, North Branch Grass River,
O’Malley Brook, Orebed Creek, Plumb Brook, Rainbow Brook, Rosenbarker Brook, Santimaw
Brook, South Branch Grass River, and Trout Brook. Named Class D perennial streams include
Black Brook, Sugar Creek, and Tracy Brook.

Degrasse State Forest is bounded on its eastern edge by portions of the South and Middle
Branches Grass River, which are classified as Scenic Rivers (2.6 miles total).

Maps of hydrology and special management zones found in this unit are included as Figure 2.

Major Streams, Rivers and Water Bodies

The only major river in this unit is the Grass River, along with its branches. The South and
Middle Branches join near the northern boundary of Degrasse State Forest, where they form the
main Grass River channel. The river then flows northward through the town of Clare, passing
through Grass River Wild Forest and over Lampson Falls. It then re-enters the town of Russell
and flows through Downerville State Forest. The North Branch Grass River then meets the main
channel just east of the hamlet of Russell. The total frontage on these rivers in Degrasse and
Downerville State Forests is as follows: Grass River (4.0 miles), Middle Branch, (0.3 miles),
North Branch (3.2 miles), and South Branch (2.3 miles).

Plumb Brook is an important trout stream that flows though Silver Hill and Whippoorwill Corners
State Forests. The only named ponds on the unit are Close Pond on High Flats State Forest (11
ac.) and Eels Pond on Taylor Creek State Forest (59 ac.).

Biodiversity
Information regarding biodiversity has been gathered to support the following goals:

e “Keep Common Species Common” by maintaining landscape-level habitat diversity and a
wide variety of naturally occurring forest-based habitat as well as managing plantations
according to DEC natural resources policy.
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¢ Protect and in some cases manage known occurrences and areas with potential to
harbor endangered plants, wildlife and natural communities.

e Consider other “at-risk species” whose population levels may presently be adequate but
are at risk of becoming imperiled due to new incidences of disease or other stressors.

Common Species
The following information sources indicate which common species (among other species) are
present over time:

¢ NYS Breeding Bird Atlas: Block Numbers: 4890B, 4891A, 4891B, 4891C, 4891D,
4892D, 4990A, 4992A, 4992C, 4992D, 4993A, 4993C, 5092B, 5092D, 5093A, 5093B,
5093C, 5093D, 5094B, 5094C, 5094D, 5194A, 5194B, 5194C, 5194D

Breeding Bird Atlas blocks can be searched at http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/bba/

o Herp AtlasBlock Names: Albert Marsh, Colton, Degrasse, Hermon, Nicholville,
Parishville, Pierrepont, Potsdam, Rainbow Falls, South Edwards, Stark, Sylvan Falls,
West Pierrepont, West Potsdam

Herp Atlas information on amphibians, toads, frogs, turtles, lizards and snakes can be found at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7140.html

¢ Game Species Harvest Levels WMU Numbers 6C, 6F
Summaries of deer and bear harvests for this area can be found on the DEC’s website at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/42232.html . More information about hunting, trapping,
and game management can be found on the DEC’s website at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/hunting.html .

Habitat
The following information provides several representations of habitat types on the unit.

Vegetative Types and Stages

Table I.D. - Vegetative Types and Stages within the Unit (see Figure 4 for maps)

Acres by Size Class % of

Vegetative Type : : : Total
0-5in 6-11in 12+ in Other

Natural Forest Hardwood 591 4,768 5,187 - 64
Natural Forest Conifer 5 291 675 - 6
Plantation Softwoods 89 907 2,138 - 19
Plantation Hardwoods - - - -- 0
Wetland - - - 1,302 8
Ponds - -- -- 202 1
Open/Brush -- -- -- - 0
Other (Roads, Parking lots, etc.) - -- -- 336 2
Total (Acres) 685 5,966 8,000 1,840 100%
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Representative Sample Areas

Representative Sample Areas (RSA) are stands which represent common ecological
communities (i.e. forest types) of high or exceptional quality in their natural state. RSAs are
setup to serve one or more of the following purposes:

1. To establish and/or maintain an ecological reference condition; or

2. To create or maintain an under-represented ecological condition (i.e. includes
samples of successional phases, forest types, ecosystems, and/or ecological
communities); or

3. To serve as a set of protected areas or refugia for species, communities and
community types not captured in other protection standards such as an endangered
species or a High Conservation Value Forest.

RSAs can simply be viewed as an effort to keep high quality examples of common ecosystems
or assemblages from becoming rare in the landscape. An RSA designation does not prevent
future management and in certain cases might require silvicultural treatment to achieve site
conditions that will perpetuate the representative community. In addition, treatment of an RSA to
mitigate unfavorable conditions that threaten the continuation of the target community will be
allowed (ex. fire, natural pests or pathogens). Although allowed, silvicultural treatment or
infrastructure development should not impact the RSA in a way that will degrade or eliminate
the viability of the specific assemblage or community. For more information on RSAs please go
to http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/42947 .html.

Table I.E. — RSAs and HCVFs within the Unit

Community Name | Vegetative Type | Facility Name / Stand Numbers N;:lnI-II(P Acreage
Representative Sample Areas of

Commonly Occurring Natural

Communities

None

Rare Species (Special Treatment

Areas)

Nprthern Running Perennial Herb Whippoorwill Corners State S1 0.25
Pine Forest

Eastern Pearlshell 