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Introduction 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Division of Marine 
Resources develops distribution plans for quota managed species based on the allocations 
received from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries and the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC). Quota allocations are distributed 
throughout the year based on the review of interstate fishery management plans and meetings 
and discussions with New York’s commercial fishing industry. The purpose of the distribution 
plans are to fully utilize the available quota for the maximum benefit to New York’s commercial 
fisheries and to minimize the likelihood of a fishery closure. 

Quota distribution plans are set annually and are subject to change during the year based on 
the rate of harvest. 

 
 

Additional Website Resources 

• Commercial Harvest Limits: https://on.ny.gov/commercialfishinglimits 
• Commercial Landings: https://on.ny.gov/commerciallandings 
• Special Harvest Programs: https://on.ny.gov/specialharvestprograms 
• Vessel Trip Reports: https://on.ny.gov/vtr 

https://on.ny.gov/commercialfishinglimits
https://on.ny.gov/commerciallandings
https://on.ny.gov/specialharvestprograms
https://on.ny.gov/vtr


Black Sea Bass Quota Distribution Plan 
The 2026 black sea bass quota allocation provided by NOAA Fisheries, through the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission is 651,123 pounds. This represents a 30% increase 
from the 2025 quota. The Black Sea Bass Quota Distribution plan is distributed into five 
quota periods with the following harvest limits: 

 

2026 Black Sea Bass Quota Distribution 

Period Dates Quota (lbs.) Trip limit (lbs.) % Distribution 

1 January - April 65,112 130 daily/ 
400 weekly 10% 

2 May - June 260,449 240 daily 40% 

3 July - August 162,781 240 daily 25% 

4 September - October 130,225 240 daily 20% 

5 November - December 32,556 130 daily 5% 

 
The Black Sea Bass Quota Distribution Plan may be modified by DEC subject to the 
following criteria: 
• Trip limits may be adjusted to spread quota over each period and avoid fishery closures 

when possible. 
• Overharvest or underharvest from Period 1 will be deducted from or added to Period 5. 
• Overharvest or underharvest from Periods 2 through 4 will be deducted from or rolled 

into the next period. 
• If a period's quota is projected to be exceeded, that period may be closed until the next 

period in order to preserve quota for subsequent periods. 
• DEC may adjust the quota distribution plan to ensure the maximum utilization of the 

black sea bass quota and to prevent the quota allocation from being exceeded. 
• The final quota allocation is subject to change by adjustments made by NOAA 

Fisheries. 
 
 



Bluefish Quota Distribution Plan 
The 2026 bluefish quota allocation provided by NOAA Fisheries, through the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission is 796,248 pounds. This represents a 67% increase from the 
2025 quota. The Bluefish Quota Distribution Plan is distributed into five quota periods with 
the following harvest limits: 

 

2026 Bluefish Quota Distribution 

Period Dates Quota 
(lbs.) Trip limit (lbs.) % Distribution 

1 January - April 159,250 20,000 daily 20% 

2 May - June 358,312 3,000 daily 45% 

3 July – August 119,437 1,500 daily 15% 

4 September - October 119,437 1,500 daily 15% 

5 November - December 39,812 1,500 daily 5% 

The Bluefish Quota Distribution Plan may be modified by DEC subject to the 
following criteria: 

• Trip limits may be adjusted to spread quota over each period and avoid fishery 
closures when possible. 

• Overharvest from Period 1 will be deducted from Period 5.  
• Underharvest from Period 1 will be added to Period 3.  
• Overharvest or underharvest from Periods 2, 3 or 4 will be deducted from or rolled into the next 

period. 
• If a period's quota is projected to be exceeded, that period may be closed until the 

next period in order to preserve quota for subsequent periods. 
• DEC may adjust this quota distribution plan to ensure the maximum utilization of the 

bluefish quota and to prevent the quota allocation from being exceeded. 
• The final quota allocation is subject to change by adjustments made by NOAA 

Fisheries. 
 
 
 



Horseshoe Crab Quota Distribution Plan 
The commercial horseshoe crab quota for 2026 is 112,500 crabs pursuant to subdivision 
44.3 (b) of 6 NYCRR. The quota distribution plan for horseshoe crab is as follows: 

 

2026 Horseshoe Crab Quota Distribution 

Periods Dates Quota 
(# of crab) 

Trip Limit 
(# of crabs) % Distribution 

1 January 1 - April 15 4,500 30 4% 

2 April 16 – August 31 103,500 200 92% 

2-closed May 1 – May 3 closed 0 closed 

2-closed May 14 – May 18 closed 0 closed 

2-closed May 29 – June 2 closed 0 closed 

2-closed June 13 – June 17 closed 0 closed 

2-closed June 28 – June 30 closed 0 closed 

3 September 1 – November 30 4,500 250 4% 

4 December 1- December 31 TBD1 TBD1 TBD1 

 
1Period 4 fishery will open if there is quota remaining and 90% reporting compliance. 

 
The Horseshoe Crab Quota Distribution Plan may be modified by DEC subject to the 
following criteria: 

• Trip limits may be adjusted to spread quota over each period and avoid fishery 
closures when possible. 

• Overharvest or under harvest from Period 1 and Period 2 will be deducted from or 
added to the next period. 

• If there is quota remaining at the end of Period 3, the remaining quota may be made 
available in Period 4. Initial harvest limits for Period 4 will be determined by the 
amount of available quota remaining. 

• Fixed gear may remain in-place during scheduled Period 2 fishery closures. 
• If a period's quota is projected to be exceeded, that period may be closed until the 

next period in order to preserve quota for subsequent periods. 
• DEC may adjust this quota distribution plan to ensure the maximum utilization of the 

horseshoe crab quota and to prevent the quota allocation from being exceeded. 



Scup Quota Distribution Plan 
The 2026 summer scup quota allocation provided by NOAA Fisheries, through the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission is 1,091,032 pounds. This represents a 9% 
decrease from the 2025 quota. The Summer Scup Quota Distribution Plan is distributed 
into three quota periods with the following harvest limits: 

 

2026 Summer Scup Quota Distribution 

Period Dates Quota 
(lbs.) Trip Limit (lbs.) % Distribution 

1 May - June 654,619 
1,500 daily/ 
4,000 weekly 60% 

2 July - August 327,310 1,500 daily 30% 

3 September 109,103 1,500 daily 10% 

 
The Summer Scup Quota Distribution Plan may be modified by DEC subject to the 
following criteria: 
• Trip limits may be adjusted to spread quota over each period and avoid fishery closures 

when possible. 
• Overharvest or underharvest from Periods 1 through 2 will be deducted from or rolled 

into the next period. 
• Holders of a summer flounder fixed gear permit (pound net/trap net) are exempt from 

any scup fishery closures, May 1 through September 30. In the event of a closure, a 
daily trip limit will be established for the fixed gear fishery. 

• If a period's quota is projected to be exceeded, that period may be closed until the next 
period in order to preserve quota for subsequent periods. 

• DEC may adjust this quota distribution plan to ensure the maximum utilization of the 
scup quota and to prevent the quota allocation from being exceeded. 

• The final quota allocation is subject to adjustment by NOAA Fisheries 
 

 

 . 



Summer Flounder Quota Distribution Plan 
The 2026 summer flounder quota allocation provided by NOAA Fisheries, through the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission is 1,129,431 pounds. This represents a 68% 
increase from the 2025 quota. The Summer Flounder Quota Distribution Plan is distributed 
into five quota periods with the following harvest limits: 

 

2026 Summer Flounder Quota Distribution 

Period Dates Quota 
(lbs.) Trip limit (lbs.) % Distribution 

1 January - February 225,886 210 daily/ 
1,500 weekly 20% 

2 March - April 169,415 210 daily/ 
1,500 weekly 15% 

3 May - July 451,772 280 daily 40% 

4 August - October 225,886 210 daily 20% 

5 November - December 56,472 70 daily 5% 

 
The Summer Flounder Quota Distribution Plan may be modified by DEC subject to 
the following criteria: 
• Trip limits may be adjusted to spread quota over each period and avoid fishery closures 

when possible. 
• Overharvest or underharvest from Period 1 will be deducted from or added to Period 5. 
• Overharvest or underharvest from Periods 2 through 4 will be deducted from or rolled 

into the next period. 
• If a period's quota is projected to be exceeded, that period may be closed until the next 

period in order to preserve quota for subsequent periods. 
• DEC may adjust the quota distribution plan to ensure the maximum utilization of the 

summer flounder quota and to prevent the quota allocation from being exceeded. 
• The final quota allocation is subject to adjustment by NOAA Fisheries. 
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