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Last updated: 4/2/2024 "

FISH CULTURE OBJECTIVE #1
Develop additional hatchery capacity to support the Lake Ontario Atlantic salmon fishery
management objectives.

Progress
Strategy 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total
Partner with the USFWS to raise 140,000 yearling
1-001 smolts at Eisenhower National Fish Hatchery from «
2023-2025.
1-002 Pursue continued partnership opportunities with
USFWS for fish production beyond 2025.
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE #1
Develop an Atlantic salmon fishery in the Salmon River during the summer and early fall fishing
season
Progress
Strategy 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

Increase the number of Atlantic salmon smolts

R stocked in the Salmon River to 50,000.

Direct stock Atlantic salmon smolts in the Salmon
1-002 River estuary when water temperatures are near 46-
50 F.

&k

Evaluate the relative performance of the low thiamine

TRILE tolerant Atlantic salmon strain.
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE #2
Develop fall/winter tributary fisheries for Atlantic salmon in Oak Orchard Creek, Sandy Creek
(Monroe County) and South Sandy Creek (Jefferson County).

Progress
Strategy 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

2001 Increase the number of Atlantic salmon smolts

stocked in Oak Orchard Creek to 50,000.
2-002 Establish Atlantic salmon stocking policies of 50,000

smolts in Sandy Creek and South Sandy Creek.
2003 Direct stock Atlantic salmon smolts near the stream

mouth when water temperatures are near 46-50 F.

Explore opportunities for pen-rearing Atlantic salmon
28 in Oak Orchard Creek and Sandy Creek. «

Evaluate the relative performance of the low thiamine
A tolerant Atlantic salmon strain. «
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE #3
Improve the post-stocking survival of Atlantic salmon.
Progress

Strategy 2023 2024 2025 2026

Total

3-001 Stock only spring yearling smolts.

3-002 Concentrate stocking low in the watershed.

Stock Atlantic salmon smolts at water temperatures

Sl close to 46-50 o F.

3-004 Experiment with pen-rearing Atlantic salmon smolts.

Evaluate the relative performance of the low thiamine
tolerant Atlantic salmon strain.

LML

3-005
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE #4
Evaluate sport fishery quality and stocking methods to inform adaptive management strategies.
Progress

Strategy 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

Monitor the quality of the sport fishery through the
4-001 Lake Ontario Creel Survey, covering both lake and
tributary fisheries.

Explore options for angler diary programs to monitor
4-002 Atlantic salmon catches in tributaries during the
summer months.

Develop a tool for anglers to collect fin clip
information from angler caught fish to evaluate pen

4-003 vs. direct stocked Atlantic salmon in the Salmon
River.
Use genetic parentage-based tagging to evaluate the
4-004 relative performance of Sebago strain vs low

thiamine tolerant Sebago strain Atlantic salmon
smolts.

Experiment with using traditional fisheries sampling
4-005 |techniques (e.g. trap netting) to collect adult Atlantic
salmon in Lake Ontario tributaries.

Work with cooperating anglers to collect tissue
4-006 |samples from angler caught Atlantic salmon for
parentage-based tagging analysis.

JRSRER SR AR
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE #5
Maintain and improve high quality habitats to support all life stages of Atlantic salmon.
Progress

Strategy 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

5-001 Complete planned fish habitat enhancement projects «

in the Salmon River.

Conduct habitat assessments in Oak Orchard Creek,
Sandy Creek, Salmon River, and South Sandy Creek
5-002 to determine the extent of coolwater habitat available
during the summer months and assess their capacity
to support natural reproduction.

Explore opportunities for habitat improvement
projects that increase coolwater habitat, spawning
habitat, and juvenile rearing habitat in Lake Ontario
5-003 tributaries, with an emphasis on the Salmon River, «
Oak Orchard Creek, Sandy Creek, and South Sandy
Creek.

Actively seek conservation easements on Oak
5-004 Orchard Creek, Sandy Creek, and South Sandy
Creek.

Opportunities for habitat improvement at alternate «

L locations may also be explored.
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE #6
Promote responsible stewardship of Atlantic salmon sport fisheries.

Progress
Strategy 2023 2024 2025 2026

Total

Develop fish identification products for Atlantic
6-001 salmon and make them available to anglers in print, «
online, and social media formats.

Conduct public outreach to improve Atlantic salmon
6-002 identification and increase angler appreciation and «
participation in the Atlantic salmon fishery.
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FISH CULTURE OBJECTIVE #1

ngh or achieved

Progress Key
Moderate

Deferred

Develop additional hatchery capacity to support the Lake Ontario Atlantic salmon fishery management objectives.

Strategy Planned Work Progress Narrative Progress Measure
Partner with the USFWS to raise 140,000 yearling . .
g 140,000 | It d by USFWS
1-001 smolts at Eisenhower National Fish Hatchery from |USFWS plans to raise 140,000 yearling smolts in 2023 ! year.mg st‘no > Were raised by «
2023-2025 and stocked in spring 2024
1-002 Pursue continued partnership opportunities with Continue discussion with USFWS for fish production Ongoing

USFWS for fish production beyond 2025.

beyond 2025

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE #1

Develop an Atlantic salmon fishery in the Salmon River during the summer and early fall fishing season

Strategy Planned Work Progress Narrative Progress Measure
Increase the number of Atlantic salmon smolts . . L 80,000 yearling smolts were stocked at
el stocked in the Salmon River to 50,000. Stock 50,000 yearling smolts in Salmon River in 2023 Salmon River in 2023 «
Yealing smolt Atlantic salmon were stocked
one two dates in the Salmon River in 2023.
Direct stock Atlantic salmon smolts in the Salmon Sipelkveeriin Sl fear e S maw when Both stockings occurred near the stream
1-002 River estuary when water temperatures are near 46- R mouth. The first stocking was on 4/21/2023 «
water temperature is near 46-50 F.
50 F. and the second was on 5/10/2023. Water
temperatures were near 50 degrees at both
stockings.
Evaluate the relati rf f the | Stock paired lots of genetically marked low thiamine A ULSTAUNRICIEN LI LSS IR
1-003 valuate the relative performance ot the fow P g y Genetically marked Atlantic Salmon smolts «

thiamine tolerant Atlantic salmon strain.

tolerant (Low TT) strain and control fish in 2023-2025

were stocked at Salmon River in 2023
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE #2

Strategy

Progress Key

High or achieved [Moderate

Develop fall/winter tributary fisheries for Atlantic salmon in Oak Orchard Creek, Sandy Creek (Monroe County) and South Sandy Creek (Jefferson County).

Planned Work

Progress Narrative

Deferred

Progress Measure

Increase the number of Atlantic salmon smolts

el stocked in Oak Orchard Creek to 50,000.

Stock 50,000 yearling smolts in Oak Orchard Creek in
2023

40,000 spring yearling smolts were stocked at
Oak Orchard in 2023. We plan to stock 50,000
smolts in 2024 and 2025.

Establish Atlantic salmon stocking policies of 50,000

g2 smolts in Sandy Creek and South Sandy Creek.

Stock 50,000 yearling smolts in Sandy Creek and South
Sandy Creek

40,000 spring yearling smolts were stocked at
both locations in 2023. We plan to stock
50,000 smolts in 2024 and 2025.

Direct stock Atlantic salmon smolts near the stream

AU mouth when water temperatures are near 46-50 F.

Stock yearling smolts near the stream mouth when
water temperature is near 46-50 F.

All yearling smolts were stocked near the
stream mouth at Oak Orchard Creek, Sandy
Creek, and South Sandy Creek. Stocking dates
and water temperatures were:

Oak Orchard Creek
- 5/15/2023 at 63 degrees

Sandy Creek
- 4/3/2023 and 4/4/2023 at 46 degrees

South Sandy Creek
-4/3/2023 at 38 degrees
- 4/4/2023 at 42 degrees
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Establishing pen-projects at Oak Orchard
Explore opportunities for pen-rearing Atlantic Identify volunteers for Atlantic Salmon pen-rearing Creek and Sandy is being deferred until «
salmon in Oak Orchard Creek and Sandy Creek. projects at Oak Orchard Creek and Sandy Creek. stocking for the low thiamine tolerant strain
evaluation is complete in 2025.

2-004

Stocking for the low thiamine tolerant strain
evaluation began in 2023. 10,000
experimental low thiamine tolerant strain
Atlantic salmon smolts and 10,000 Sebago
Strain smolts were stocked at Oak Orchard

Creek, Sandy Creek, and South Sandy Creek i
Stock paired lots of genetically marked low thiamine VIR, LGS ] SO el sl

i 2023 f a three- i tal
2005 E\{alu'ate the relative pe!'formance of t!1e low ol ey T i e 8 e i (el e es year one of a three-year exper.|men a «
thiamine tolerant Atlantic salmon strain. in 2023-2025 stocking program to evaluate the relative

success of a potentially low thiamine tolerant
strain of Atlantic salmon.

Experimental lots and control lots were
genetically marked using parentage-based
tagging.
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Improve the post-stocking survival of Atlantic salmon.

Strategy Planned Work Progress Narrative Progress Measure
. . . DEC stocked 200,000 yearling smlt Atlantic
3-001 Stock only spring yearling smolts. Stock 200,000 yearlings smolts salmon in Lake Ontario tributaries in 2023 «

Atlantic salmon stocking was done at the
following locations, which are all located low
in the watershed, near the stream mouth.

Oak Orchard Creek = Stocked at stream mouth
3-002 |Concentrate stocking low in the watershed. Stock all Atlantic salmon near the stream mouth via pontoon boat. «
Sandy Creek = Stocked at DEC boat launch off
of the Lake Ontario Parkway.

Salmon River = Stocked at Lighthouse Marina.
South Sandy Creek = Stocked at NYS Route 3
fishing access site.

Stock Atlantic salmon smolts at water temperatures |Stock yearling smolts near the stream mouth when See description in Management Objective 1

) close to 46-50 o F. water temperature is near 46-50 F. and 2.

The experimental pen-rearing project at
Salmon River was discontinued in 2023 due to
Test the effectiveness of pen-rearing Atlantic salmon at |logistical issues with getting the docks and
the stocking location for three weeks prior to release. pens in the water at the desired time. DEC will
consider pen-rearing Atlantic salmon if a
suitable location is found.

3-004 Experiment with pen-rearing Atlantic salmon smolts.

}

Evaluate the relative performance of the lo Stock paired lots of genetically marked low thiamine Stocking for the low thiamine tolerant strain

valu iv % - . ] - . T

3-005 thiamine tolerant Atlantic salmon strain. .tolerant (Low TT) strain and Sebago strain (control) fish |evaluation began' in ?023. See description in «
in 2023-2025 Management Objective 1 and 2.
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE #4

ngh or achieved

Progress Key
Moderate

Deferred

Evaluate sport fishery quality and stocking methods to inform adaptive management strategies.

Strategy Planned Work Progress Narrative Progress Measure
Monitor the quality of the sport fishery through the |Conduct the open lake creel survey from 4/15/23 to Bl arreel) s were menmlaied ae
4-001 Lake Ontario Creel Survey, covering both lake and |9/15/23. Conduct the tributary creel survey from | d «
tributary fisheries. 9/16/23 to 4/14/24 plannead.
DEC partnered with the Douglaston Salmon
Run to have anglers fill out catch ards to
=xploisiepHonsHoRaRgISRcII oS sms ol non e Identify opportunities for implementing angler diary LU S I R R
4-002 Atlantic salmon catches in tributaries during the information from catches in the Salmon River. «
programs.
summer months.
DEC recieved XXX pictures of Atlantic salmon
to collect fin clip information.
Develop a tool for anglers to collect fin clip
information from angler caught fish to evaluate pen |Develop an online reporting tool for anglers to submit .
- N k d 2023
4-003 vs. direct stocked Atlantic salmon in the Salmon Atlantic salmon catch and fin clip data o workwas done in «
River.
Uslet:qenetlrti parentage;bsas:d tag?m_g to elvaluate the Stock paired lots of genetically marked low thiamine Stocking for the low thiamine tolerant strain
4-004 re.a |\{e performance of Se aqo s ram.vs ow tolerant (Low TT) strain and Sebago strain (control) fish |evaluation began in 2023. See description in *
thiamine tolerant Sebago strain Atlantic salmon . L
in 2023-2025 Management Objective 1 and 2.
smolts.
i i i iti i i i Use traditional fisheri ling to collect Atlanti
4-005 :Ee)::ii?n:leer: (‘: o tl:':mgettrg: It)lczze::lc::lse':::r;zsu;a:tllzlrl:si?: saifncﬁ tlisI;)unea salril eIZ:ISe ?nsilrjn ; Ic:]ri 0(1: tcr:)e (Iecfw th?ann:icne UG UIEE LS BT R SR «
ques {e.9. trap netting) fo A in 2023. Sampling will begin in 2024.
salmon in Lake Ontario tributaries. tolerant strain evaluation.
DEC began developing a group of volunteers
to participate in sample collections. Some
DL T GERRE) el i el s Provide volunteer anglers with sampling kits to collect G EBOEO Rl Sl RS
4-006 |samples from angler caught Atlantic salmon for out the feesibility of sample collection while «

parentage-based tagging analysis.

scale/tissue samples from angler caught Atlantic salmon.

fishing Lake Ontario tributaries. The first
geneticially marked fish were stocked in 2023.
Sampling will begin in ernest in 2024.
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE #5

ngh or achieved

Progress Key
Moderate

Deferred

Maintain and improve high quality habitats to support all life stages of Atlantic salmon.

Strategy Planned Work Progress Narrative Progress Measure
5-001 Complete planned fish habitat enhancement projects | Complete Trestle Pool project to remove the old bridge |Work began in 2023 and is planned to be *
in the Salmon River. trestle and restore floodplain connectivity. completed in 2024.
Conduct habitat assessments in Oak Orchard Creek,
Sandy Creek, Salmon River, and South Sandy Creek . . . . DEC worked with the USFWS to draft methods
. : Conduct baseline habitat assessments in Lake Ontario to . . .
5-002 |to determine the extent of coolwater habitat uide future habitat restoration proiects for conducting habitat assessments. Work is
available during the summer months and assess s preLEe planned for 2024
their capacity to support natural reproduction.
Explore opportunities for habitat improvement
projects that increase coolwater habitat, spawning
habitat, and juvenile rearing habitat in Lake Ontario . . . . .
. i N J . Implement habitat restoration projects based the Deferred until habitat assessments are
5-003 |tributaries, with an emphasis on the Salmon River, baseline habitat . let *
Oak Orchard Creek, Sandy Creek, and South Sandy aseline habitat assessments. complete.
Creek.
Actively seek conservation easements on Oak Seek conservation easments to provide additional public X i i .
. . ) DEC is working with NYS Canals to gain
5-004 Orchard Creek, Sandy Creek, and South Sandy fishing access, conserve stream habitat, and implement .
) . conservation easments on Sandy Creek.
Creek. restoration projects.
Excol rtunities for habitat i - Implement habitat restoration projects in other streams Deferred until habitat assessments are
5-005 xplore opportunities for habltat Improvement a that may be considered for developing Atlantic salmon «

alternate locations may also be explored.

fisheries in the future.

complete.
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Promote responsible stewardship of Atlantic salmon sport fisheries.

Strategy Planned Work Progress Narrative Progress Measure

Develop fish identification products for Atlantic Develop fish ID material and conduct outreach on

6-001 | d make th ilable t | i int, . . e . N k d in 2023
sa mon an ma. e err_l available to anglers in prin arreiaer At selnen Hepiie e, o work was done in *
online, and social media formats.

Conduct public outreach to improve Atlantic salmon
6-002 identification and increase angler appreciation and
participation in the Atlantic salmon fishery.

Develop fish ID material and conduct outreach on

. . A No work was done in 2023
proper Atlantic salmon identification.

}
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