
Publish date: 10/10/2024 
For more information, or to sign up for email updates from DEC, visit our website: www.dec.ny.gov 

WASTE HAND SANITIZER 
RECYCLING & DISPOSAL 
Hand sanitizer is considered a hazardous waste (HW) due to ignitability. Businesses, government agencies, and 
institutions (i.e., “hazardous waste generators") must manage this waste properly and send waste hand sanitizer for 
recycling or disposal. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) recommends that waste 
hand sanitizer be sent for recycling whenever possible. The regulations cited in this document can be found at: https://
dec.ny.gov/regulatory/regulations/chapter-iv. 

Recycling 
The HW regulations have an exemption for hand sanitizer that is returned to the manufacturer or 
to a recycler that can legitimately reclaim the material. This exemption is located at 6 NYCRR 
371.1(c)(4)(iii) and called the commercial chemical products being reclaimed exemption. Waste 
hand sanitizer that qualifies for this exemption is not considered hazardous waste, so the weight 
of the sanitizer does not count towards the monthly calculation of a generator’s HW generator 
category. Generators sending their hand sanitizer for recycling are required to notify DEC that 
they are taking advantage of this exemption by submitting a C7 Notification Form to DEC prior to 
sending the waste for recycling. The C7 Notification Form can be found on the DEC website here: 
dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/waste-management/solid-waste-types/used-electronic-
equipment/hazardous-waste-notification-forms#C7NotificationForm. Generators can contact 
recycling companies directly or hire a HW disposal company or broker to connect them with a 
recycling facility. 

DEC is aware of several vendors that offer hand sanitizer recycling services: 
• Clean Earth: www.cleanearthinc.com/materials/hand-sanitizer-ethanol (ethanol only)
• Dynamic Recycling (MXI Environmental Services): www.ethanolrecycling.com (ethanol only)
• Kodak: www.kodak.com/en/advanced-materials/page/solvent-recovery (isopropyl alcohol (IPA); bulk shipments

only, consumer size bottles not currently accepted unless bulked into totes prior to shipping)
• Parallel Products: www.parallelproducts.com (ethanol only; consumer size and bulk, no aerosols or wipes)

Disclaimer: Inclusion of a company in this list is for informational purposes and does not constitute approval or endorsement by DEC or 
provide any assurances regarding their compliance history or quality of services they provide. 

Disposal 
If a generator chooses to send waste hand sanitizer for disposal, they will need to determine their HW generator category, 
including the weight of the waste hand sanitizer, to determine where they can send their hand sanitizer. Hand sanitizer 
typically weighs about 7 lb/gal. More information about how to calculate a generator's HW generator category and 
management requirements can be found in DEC’s HW Management Guide for Small Businesses: 
extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/nyshazwasteguide.pdf.  

Requirements for Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators (CESQGs) 
CESQGs can send their HW hand sanitizer for disposal to a facility that is authorized to accept HW from CESQGs. These 
facilities include HW treatment, storage, and disposal facilities (TSDF), an out of state solid waste facility that is allowed to 
accept CESQG hazardous waste, or a household hazardous waste event that accepts CESQG waste [6 NYCRR 
371.1(f)(6)(iii) and (7)(iii)]. A CESQG can generate no more than 220 lb of hazardous waste per month and cannot 
accumulate more than 2,200 lb of HW at their site at one time [6 NYCRR 371.1(f)]. CESQGs can self-transport up to 500 lb 
of HW per calendar month to a disposal facility without a Part 364 waste transporter permit from DEC. [6 NYCRR 364-
2.1(b)(6)(iv)] 
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Requirements for Small Quantity Generators (SQGs) 
• Have or obtain a HW EPA ID number – EPA ID numbers can be requested from EPA’s Region 2 Office:

www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/hazardous-waste-site-identification-epa-region-2. [6 NYCRR 372.2(a)(3)]
• Store and label containers properly – Label with the words “Hazardous Waste” and other words indicating the

contents of the container and the date that the HW began accumulating in the container. Containers must be non-
leaking, compatible with the waste being stored, and kept closed. If located over sole source aquifer (SSA) and
storing over 185 gal liquid HW, containers must have secondary containment (e.g., placed on spill pallets). [6
NYCRR 373-3.9(a) through (e) and (g), 373-1.1(d)(1)(iv)(d)]

• Meet accumulation limits – Must ensure no more than 6,000 kg (13,200 lb) of non-acute HW is accumulated on-
site at any one time and is accumulated at the site for no more than 180 days (270 days if the waste is being
shipped to a TSDF that is 200 miles or more away). [6 NYCRR 372.2(a)(8)(iii)(a)]

• Meet transport and manifest requirements – Obtain written confirmation from HW transporter and TSDF that
they are authorized to transport and dispose of the sanitizer. Properly package waste for shipment according to
US Department of Transportation (US DOT) requirements and use a HW manifest for HW shipments (include a
land disposal restriction (LDR) notification if it’s the first shipment of waste to the TSDF). Keep manifests in site
records for 3 years or have access to the manifests in RCRAInfo. [6 NYCRR 372.2(a)(4) and (5), 372.2 (a)(8)(iv),
372.2(b)]

• Disposal – Must send hand sanitizer to a HW TSDF. [6 NYCRR 372.2(b)]
• Training and emergency response – Designate emergency coordinator(s); post name and phone number of

coordinator, and location of fire extinguishers, spill control material and fire alarms by a telephone located near
waste storage area; ensure employees are trained in waste handling and emergency procedures; maintain aisle
space and fire alarms and suppression systems; make arrangements to familiarize local emergency responders
with layout and functions of facility (document if arrangements to meet are refused). [6 NYCRR 372.2(a)(8)(iii)(e)]

• Closure – When central waste accumulation area will no longer be used, ensure all waste and contaminated
materials are removed and disposed of properly. [6 NYCRR 373-3.7(b) and (e)]

Requirements for Large Quantity Generators (LQGs) 
• Have or obtain a HW EPA ID number – EPA ID numbers can be requested from EPA’s Region 2 Office:

www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/hazardous-waste-site-identification-epa-region-2. [6 NYCRR 372.2(a)(3)]
• Store and label containers properly – Label with the words “Hazardous Waste” and other words indicating the

contents of the container and the HW began accumulating in the container. Containers must be non-leaking,
compatible with the waste being stored, and kept closed. If located over SSA and storing over 185 gal liquid HW,
containers must have secondary containment (e.g., placed on spill pallets). Containers of ignitable or reactive
waste must be stored at least 50 ft from property line. [6 NYCRR 372.2(a)(8)(ii), 373-1.1(d)(1)(iii) and (iv)(a), 373-3.9]

• Meet accumulation time limits – Ensure HW is accumulated at the site for 90 days or less and meet secondary
containment requirements if storing over 8,800 gal of liquid hazardous waste. [6 NYCRR 373-1.1(d)(1)(iii)(a)]

• Meet transport and manifest requirements – Obtain written confirmation from HW transporter and TSDF that
they are authorized to transport and dispose of the hand sanitizer. Properly package waste for shipment
according to US DOT requirements and use a HW manifest for HW shipments (include an LDR notification if it’s
the first shipment of waste to the TSDF). Keep manifests in site records for 3 years or have access to the
manifests in RCRAInfo. [6 NYCRR 372.2(a)(4) and (5), 372.2(b)]

• Disposal – Must send hand sanitizer to a HW TSDF. [6 NYCRR 372.2(b)]
• Training and emergency response – Must have written contingency plan, employee training program and, if

located over SSA and storing over 185 gal, and closure plan. Designate emergency coordinator(s); provide
communication systems and equipment necessary for emergency response, ensure employees are trained in
waste handling and emergency procedures; maintain aisle space and fire alarms and suppression systems; make
arrangements to familiarize local emergency responders with layout and functions of facility (document if
arrangements to meet are refused). [6 NYCRR 373-3.2(g), 373-3.3, 373-3.4]

• Hazardous waste annual report – Submit a HW annual report to DEC by March 1st for all HW generated during
the previous year (i.e., report for 2023 activities is due March 1, 2024). [6 NYCRR 372.2(c)(2)]

• Closure – When central waste accumulation area will no longer be used, ensure all waste and contaminated
materials are removed and disposed of properly. [6 NYCRR 373-3.7(b) and (e), 373-3.7(a) through (f) if over SSA]
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