
Questions Asked AWMA Rochester Event: 

1. Question: How do DAC and PEJA impact remedy selection and implementation of 
the remedy?  What additional work do we have to do if we are already implementing 
GSR? In CLCPA there is a line that states something along the lines of needing to do 
a public participation plan if you are working in these communities, is this in 
addition to what is already done in the remedial process? 

a. Response: In accordance with the CLCPA, New York will ensure that all 
communities, but especially populations within disadvantaged communities 
(DAC) and Potential Environmental Justice Areas (PEJA), will benefit from 
implementation of GSR, in particular prioritizing and maximizing reduction of 
greenhouse gases and co-pollutants. Remedial decisions impacting 
disadvantaged communities should comply with Section 7 of the CLCPA 
which requires that decisions made by state agencies do not 
disproportionately burden those communities. Depending on involvement, 
community engagement within a DAC may be additional to what is already 
required within the remedial process. See also responses to questions 6 and 
12.   

2. Question: The GHG dashboard that was shown, how will we be submitting data?  Is 
this something additional to EQuIS? 

a. Response: DEC is working towards having this data be another part of the 
EQuIS submission, 

3. Question: GHG Dashboard: where is the data that you have in the screenshots 
coming from?  

a. Response: Described the current state of the dashboard and that it is just 
operation & maintenance data from state lead sites with remedial treatment 
systems right now. We are working towards developing another sub 
dashboard that tracks the environmental footprint on all sites from the 
SEFA/SiteWise data. 

4. Question: Are costs tracked in environmental footprints? 
a.  Response: Costs can easily be quantified and tracked as part of 

environmental footprints; these estimates are similar to those already 
generated for remediation sites.  

5. Question: Currently my clients are struggling with how far/what should be done 
during the (remedial investigation) RI phase for GSR deliverables, do you have any 
examples of what needs to be done during the early stages of remediation? 

a. Response: Overall, RIs will have less of a footprint in general than the larger 
remedial actions described in the examples.  However, there are best 



management practices that can be implemented such as reducing waste 
where possible, number of trips to the site, and treating water on-site.  

6. Question: What is the basis for requiring GSR on environmental cleanups? 
a. Response: In the context of environmental cleanups, Climate Leadership 

and Community Protection Act (CLCPA, or the 2019 Climate Act) and DER-31 
Green and Sustainable Remediation are applicable or relevant and 
appropriate requirements (ARAR) and are addressed in the threshold criteria 
as part of the Standards Criteria Guidance (SCGs). 
https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/regulations/index-of-standards-criteria-and-
guidance-scgs-for-investigation-and-remediation-of-inactive-hazardous-
waste-disposal-sites 

 
7. Question: How does the closed loop washing system work that is shown in your 

slides?  
a. Response:  Typically, the closed loop system works by collecting the water 

used to clean equipment through a grate, which leads to a small on-site 
treatment system before reuse.   

8. Question: Would DEC be willing to look into offering incentives for implementing 
GSR? 

a. Response: DEC is working on reinstating the environmental excellency 
awards, more information will be released about these awards in late 2025.   

9. Question: If a site has renewable development post remediation, is this included 
into the environmental footprint? And if it is how? 

a. Response: Renewable redevelopment is not included in the remedial action 
footprint analysis but during redevelopment the use of GSR best 
management practices may be appropriate. 

10. Question: With the environmental footprint how do we track every individual truck 
coming and going from the site as well as how long they are idling? Some of these 
requests seem like they would get tedious? 

a. Response: On remediation sites, the on-site engineer and/or project 
manager are already responsible for tracking trucks coming onto and leaving 
a site and meeting waste manifesting/bill of lading requirements. There is 
also a requirement to reduce idling trucks. These activities should assist with 
capturing relevant GSR data or achieving best management practices.  

11. Question: Climate resiliency, does this need to be implemented into every remedy?  
What are the requirements for climate resiliency? 

a. Response: Climate resiliency should be implemented into every remedy.  
The requirements for climate resiliency will vary from each site, the first step 
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is to complete the climate screening checklist, which can be found here 
(DEC’s GSR and Climate Resiliency in Environmental Cleanups - NYSDEC).  If 
hazards are identified further assessment or mitigation may be required.  

12. Question:  How do you balance cleaning up to what the public wants (unrestricted, 
no contamination) with GSR techniques? 

a. Response: The feasibility study or alternatives analysis report addresses 
this. GSR will not be used to justify “no action,” to implement a remedy or 
make other remedial decisions that are not as protective of human health 
and the environment when a more comprehensive remedy or better remedial 
decision is appropriate and feasible. GSR best management practices 
(BMPs) must be considered in the balancing criteria when evaluating 
alternatives and implemented to reduce the environmental footprint of the 
selected remedy.  In the context of environmental cleanups, CLCPA and DER-
31 are applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements (ARAR) and are 
addressed in the threshold criteria as part of the Standards Criteria Guidance 
(SCGs). This means that compliance with CLCPA through this policy should 
be treated the same as, for instance, selecting a remedy that meets a 
groundwater or surface water standard for specific contaminants. 
Community Acceptance is considered a “modifying criterion” and is taken 
into account after evaluating the balancing criteria. It is evaluated after 
public comments on the proposed remedy have been received. 

13. Question: Are you relying on contractors to gather data on GSR? 
a. Response: Yes, this will be required certification from the engineer/QEP that 

work was completed in conformance with DER-31.  This is included in our 
template documents such as the RAWP/FER/SMP templates. (Finalizing 
Remedial Projects: Easements, Certificates Of Completion, And Templates – 
NYSDEC) 

 

 

For any additional questions, please reach out to GSR@dec.ny.gov 
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