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Local governments across the State are taking significant actions that directly contribute to meeting
requirements and goals of the Climate Act. The New York State Climate Action Council Scoping Plan
considers how New York State can support local governments and can also serve as a resource for
local governments taking part in climate action efforts.

The New York State Climate Action Council Scoping Plan

The New York State Climate Action Council Scoping Plan is an economywide framework
for how the State will reduce greenhouse gas emissions and achieve net-zero emissions,
increase renewable energy usage, and ensure climate justice. Pursuant to the 2019 Climate
Leadership and Community Protection Act (Climate Act), the Scoping Plan identifies actions
needed for New York to achieve 40% reduction in statewide GHG emissions from 1990 levels
by 2030 and an 85% reduction in statewide GHG emissions from 1990 levels by 2050.

Finalized in 2022, the Scoping Plan was the result of three years of inclusive work that includes

nearly 600 recommendations from sector-specific advisory panels, the Climate Justice Working Group, and the
Just Transition Working Group. It was also informed by a six-month public comment period, including 11 public
hearings and more than 35,000 written comments.

Scoping Plan Strategies for Local Governments

Local governments are well positioned to have a far-reaching impact on community action, in part because of
their authority to enact codes and make land use decisions at the local level. The Scoping Plan recognizes the
important role that local governments have in achieving the Climate Act. The Land Use and Local Government
Advisory Panel comprised professionals from across the State that developed dozens of strategies and
recommendations in the Scoping Plan related to land use, transportation, and clean energy to support local
government climate action. The strategies highlighted below are of particular relevance to local governments:

Consider Forests and Farmland in Land Use Policies: Municipalities can protect New York’s publicly and
privately owned natural and working lands while also advancing renewable energy siting using state tools and
resources, which include technical guidance and grants to support afforestation, reforestation, farmland
protection, and clean energy siting in comprehensive plans and zoning ordinances.

Promote Smart Growth and Mobility-Oriented Development: Smart growth land use strategies seek to
achieve smart, sustainable, and equitable planning and zoning. The State can support local government’s land
use decisions through direct planning and zoning grants; regional/county planning; technical assistance and
capacity-building; and State and local incentives.

Transition to Zero-Emission Vehicles and Equipment: Vehicles using zero-emission technologies, including
vehicles that use either battery electric, hydrogen fuel cell, or future zero-emission propulsion technologies, must
progressively replace existing vehicles that use gasoline or diesel fuel. Local governments can set fleet
requirements and deploy zero-emission vehicles, particularly replacing or converting trucks and buses to zero-
emission vehicles and expanding light-duty zero-emission vehicle adoption. Local governments can also invest in
charging infrastructure for their fleets and the public.

Enhance Public Transportation and Mobility Alternatives: Enhancing the availability, accessibility, reliability,
and affordability of public transportation services with an emphasis on unserved and underserved communities
will be one of the more impactful strategies for achieving the Climate Act’s energy efficiency, housing, and land
use GHG emission reduction requirements. The strategies to achieve these goals and requirements involve
service enhancements, mobility-oriented development, convenience and connectivity, and fleet modernization.
These strategies will help reduce vehicle miles traveled by providing alternatives to driving personal vehicles.

Adopt Zero-Emissions Codes and Standards and Support Energy Benchmarking for Buildings: The
Scoping Plan includes recommendations for the adoption of equipment standards that require buildings to
transition to modern technologies, such as heat pumps, that achieve the needed emissions reductions in the
sector when equipment is replaced. Local governments can demonstrate leadership in energy efficiency by
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developing model above-minimum energy conservation codes and construction policies. In addition, energy
benchmarking and building performance standards can encourage efficient operation of buildings and capital
investments in high-performance building envelopes, increased comfort, energy cost savings, and efficient
heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems.

Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle: Waste reduction, reuse, and recycling strategies in the Scoping Plan
fundamentally shift the way New York currently produces, uses, and handles products and materials at end-of-life.
Significant GHG emissions from this sector include unmanaged emissions of methane from landfills and
wastewater treatment, specifically from organic materials. The Scoping Plan has many recommendations for
reducing emissions at municipally owned solid waste and wastewater management facilities.

Support for Local Climate Action

Programs that enable partnerships between the State and local governments are already contributing to the move
toward a cleaner and more energy-efficient future. Informed by input provided by local leaders, the Scoping Plan
recommends several strategies to build on this momentum.

The State continues to expand program opportunities, incentives, technical assistance, financial support for local
governments, local government municipal bodies, and related public entities to improve assets they control with
high-impact actions.

New York State Resources

DEC has provided support for local governments through the Climate Smart Communities
(CSC) Certification program, which offers a framework, guidance, and resources for climate
action efforts. DEC also funds free technical assistance via regional coordinators to support
local governments in implementing climate mitigation and adaptation projects. DEC offers
grants for climate projects though the CSC grants and the DEC Municipal ZEV programs.
Any county, city, town, or village of the State of New York is eligible to apply for CSC grants.

NYSERDA's Clean Energy Communities (CEC) program provides guidance for completing
clean energy solutions, access to grant funding, and the opportunity for statewide
recognition. Regional coordinator support and guidance are available for implementing high-
impact clean energy actions, providing a clear path to building community-wide resiliency
and economic opportunity. NYSERDA expanded the CEC program in 2024 with new high
impact action options and more grants for communities to implement clean energy projects.

New York State offers grants and funding opportunities for climate action. The
Environmental Bond Act Funding Finder is a tool that includes funding from a wide variety of
sources, including but not limited to, programs using funds from the Clean Water, Clean Air
and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act of 2022.

NYSERDA offers several resources to empower local governments with knowledge,
training, and best practices to manage responsible clean energy development in their
communities. These resources include step-by-step instructions and tools to guide the
implementation of clean energy, including permitting processes, property taxes, siting,
zoning, and more.
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