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The East Branch of Limestone Creek (also referred to as just Limestone Creek) is a small 
trout stream located in Madison County. It is managed under the DEC trout stream reach 
category of Stocked. Regulations for a Stocked reach are, an open season of April 1-Oct 15 a 
five trout daily limit, with no more than two trout longer than 12 inches. There is also a Catch 
and Release, artificial lure only season from Oct 16 to March 31. It receives an annual stocking 
of 560 brown trout. 

A backpack electrofishing survey was conducted on the East Branch of Limestone Creek 
on August 10, 2023. Two sites were surveyed within Delphi Falls County Park, a Madison 
County Park. Site 1 (220 feet long) was immediately downstream from a section of stream 
scheduled to have stream habitat improvements. Site 2 (300 feet) was in the section that will 
receive habitat improvements of a rock weir and two root wad structures sometime later in the 
summer or early-fall of 2023. This survey was done to get a before “picture” of the trout 
population in those two sections of stream before the improvements. 

Site 1 was electrofished for 0.58 hours of “on-time” and two brown trout were caught for a 
catch per unit effort (CPUE) of 3.4 trout/hour. Site 2 had 0.62 hours of on-time and four trout 
were caught for a CPUE of 6.5 trout/hour. All trout caught appeared to be wild, and lengths 
ranged from 2.6 inches to 13.4 inches, with a mean of 6.5 inches. Three of the trout <3.3 inches 
are likely young of the year. It should be noted that none of the brown trout stocked in April were 
fin clipped, deciding whether wild or stocked was based on field identification using fin erosion. 
Other species collected were creek chubs (n=3), Eastern blacknose dace (n=402), longnose 
dace (n=94), white sucker (n=11), mottled sculpin (n=9), and cutlips minnow (n=1). 

There are no management recommendations at this time as this survey was done to get 
some baseline data before stream improvements. Recommend the survey be repeated in 2025 
(or 2024). 

Table 1. Brown trout collected in 2023 in East Br. Limestone Creek, Madison County and catch per unit 
effort in trout/hour.   

CPUE 
Site Hours Trout YOY Trout/h YOY/h 

1 0.58 2 1 3.4 1.7 
2 0.62 4 2 6.5 3.2 

Total 1.20 6 3 5.0 2.5 
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