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Onondaga Lake Fish Collection for Toxic Substance Monitoring 
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James Everard, Region 7 Fisheries 1/09/2024 

This survey was part of an ongoing effort to track contaminant trends in Onondaga Lake fish as 
pollution in and around the lake is cleaned up. Largemouth bass were collected by angling on 
September 11 (n=5), and September 27 (n=8). Boat electrofishing was used to collect 27 
largemouth bass and 10 pumpkinseed sunfish on October 24. The 39 largemouth bass had a 
length range of 13.5 to 19.8 inches, with an average length of 16.4 inches (Table 1). Ages 
ranged from age-6 to 11, with mean age of 8.2. Pumpkinseed had a length range of 5.3 to 7.3 
inches, and an average length of 6.2 inches. Ages ranged from age-2 to 6, with mean age of 
4.1. Collected largemouth bass and pumpkinseed were frozen and delivered to the DEC Hale 
Creek Field Station. No contaminant analysis results are available from these fish currently. 
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Figure 1. Length frequency distribution of largemouth bass collected by for TSMP sampling in 
Onondaga Lake, Onondaga County, in 2023. 




