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As a strategy in the plan to reinvigorate the Rome strain brown trout (NYSDEC 2019), the post-
stocking performance of an experimental (Romiskany) strain brown trout was compared with the
DEC domestic (Rome) strain. The Otselic River, Chenango County, was one of four stream
reaches used for the evaluation of the two strains in 2022 and 2023. See Technical Brief #1945
for the overall evaluation of the four streams combined in 2022.

Both strains were reared at the Catskill fish hatchery from eggs received from Rome Lab. The
Romiskany trout were RV clipped, and an LV clip was applied to the Rome trout. On March 29,
2023, equal numbers of the two strains were stocked into the Otselic River according to the
established stocking schedule. On June 22, 2023 an electrofishing survey was conducted at
multiple representative sites on the Otselic River to estimate the abundance of stocked trout
from each strain that persisted within the stocked reach. Three sites were surveyed covering a
total of 1.84 acres of stream and had an overall “on-time” of 1.02 hours. A total of four stocked
brown trout were collected, all were unclipped and ranged in length from 14.9 to 17.5 inches.
One 5.0 inch wild brown trout and two brook trout (5.9 and 7.0 inches) were also collected. The
average catch per unit effort (CPUE) for all brown trout was 4.9/trout hour and 2.7/trout acre
(Table 1).

Though no clipped trout were collected on the Otselic River, in the other study Regions more
Romiskany strain trout were collected than Rome strain. Due to the low recapture rate of
stocked trout on the Otselic River in 2022 and 2023, it’s likely that another alternate study reach
may be warranted for 2024.

Table 1. Brown trout collected by hour and acre in June 2023 in the Otselic River, Chenango County.

Trout/hour Trout/acre
Strain Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Total Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Total
No Clips 12.5 3.0 0 6.8 12.5 2.1 0 2.7
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