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Whitney Point Reservoir, located on the Otselic River in Broome County, is a U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers flood control project. Besides being used for flood control, and occasionally to augment river 
flows during drought, Whitney Point Reservoir offers great recreational opportunities. Dorchester Park, 
operated by Broome County, is located at the southeast end of the reservoir and offers picnicking, 
swimming, shoreline fishing and boat rentals. DEC maintains a hard surface ramp in the park as well as a 
gravel launch at the north end of the reservoir near the Upper Lisle bridge. Numerous informal access 
points exist along Kiebel Road on the west side of the reservoir. Whitney Point Reservoir supports a 
diverse warmwater fish community dominated by walleye and crappie, but with significant fishable 
populations of sunfish, bullheads, catfish, smallmouth bass and yellow perch. Management concerns 
range from periodic flooding or drying of nearshore habitat, to invasive species both aquatic and 
riparian. Over the past two decades the reservoir fish community has shifted from one dominated by 
white crappie to one dominated by walleye.   

This survey is part of our long-term data set for Whitney Point Reservoir which includes biennial summer 
gill netting and trapnetting, and annual fall walleye electrofishing surveys. This survey is the gill netting 
and trap netting effort for summer 2022. Trap nets are set at four standard locations for two nights at 
each location.  There are twelve standard gill net sites scattered across the lake. Inland gill nets are set 
overnight. 

The walleye gill net catch rate was high for this lake, at 18.8 walleye caught per net. This catch rate is 
also considered high compared to other NY waters. Of the 238 walleye caught in this survey, 9 (4%) were 
of legal size to be kept if caught by an angler (18 inches or larger). Trap net catches of white crappie 
were quite low again in 2023, at with only two fish caught in trap nets; however, there were fourteen 
black crappie caught in the trapnets. Of the 21 crappie handled, four were of legal size to be harvested 
by an angler. There were moderate numbers of bullheads and small catches of sunfish (pumpkinseed 
and bluegill) in the trapnets as well as large numbers of smallmouth bass caught in the gill nets. Even 
though the crappie populations are not doing well now, there are other fish available. Of the 75 
smallmouth bass caught, 12 were over 13.8 inches which is the preferred length standard. We do need 
to continue to monitor the walleye population to evaluate the special regulation and to remove it if 
necessary. 
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