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FOREST PRESERVE DETAILED PROJECT 
WORK PLAN 

Fiscal Year 2025 
Project # 2025-RB-005 

CO-WP-377 

Region Project Title 
5 John Brown Farm Septic System Replacement 

Project Type Town(s) County Management Unit 
Modification of 
Existing 
Structure/Improvement 

North Elba Essex John Brown Farm Historic Area 

Description of Desired Condition(s) for Project 
The desired condition for the project is to ensure proper sanitary facilities exist at the John Brown 
Farm Historic Area, Caretaker’s Cottage.  To achieve this goal, a new septic system will be installed 
at the Caretaker’s Cottage. 

Description of Project Specifications 
Construction of a new septic system to replace the existing system for the John Brown Farm 
Caretakers' Cottage. This includes installing plumbing to intercept and connect to the existing sanitary 
lateral, installing a 1,000-gallon concrete septic tank, and installing a distribution box with speed 
levelers and absorption field. The existing septic tank will be removed or perforated and filled with 
sand. The current septic system does not include an absorption field. See attached engineering plans 
for system details. 

Description of Measures Taken to Avoid, Mitigate and Minimize Impacts to Natural Resources 
The septic system will be located in an existing cleared area. This will minimize the number of trees 
required to be cut.  This action involves cutting and removal of one tree between one and three 
inches in diameter at breast height (DBH), and six trees three-inches DBH and above.  See attached 
tree tally for further details. 

Erosion and sediment control best management practices will be used to prevent erosion and 
sedimentation. There will be no negative impacts to water resources from this project. 

Upon completion of construction, the site will be restored by placing topsoil, seeding, and mulching 
over disturbed areas. The earth work will occur at area previously disturbed by human activity.  

No rare, threatened, or endangered species are documented within 0.25 miles of the project location. 
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Analysis of Project Location and Design Alternatives 
The current septic system which serves the Caretaker’s Cottage needs to be replaced, so the no 
action alternative is not viable. It is necessary to replace the sanitary facilities, to achieve 
environmental compliance with Department of Health (DOH) regulations and to mitigate septic system 
failure and associated environmental quality issues. 

Description of Use of Motorized Equipment and/or Motor Vehicles (if any) 
The project will require the use motor vehicles including an excavator, dump truck, and front-loader. 
Power tools and chainsaws will be used for the project. 

Description of Applicable Standards for Accessibility by People with Disabilities 
The nature of the septic system is not intended to provide public access.  As part of this project, the 
ground surface and terrain at this site will be restored to their current condition. 

Other Relevant Considerations 
Review by the State Historic Preservation Office has found that the project will not impact nearby 
historic resources.  

Date: 9/17/2024 Prepared by (Name & Title): Steve Guglielmi 
Phone: (518) 897-1286 

Approvals: Comments: 

Regional Program Manager 
Date: 3/7/2025 

Regional Director 
Date: 6/2/2025 

Division Director 
Date: 5/29/2025 

On behalf of Fiona Watt
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 FOREST PRESERVE WORK PLAN TREE TALLY 

REGULATORY CLEARANCE CHECKLIST – STATE LANDS and CONSERVATION EASEMENT PROJECTS 

PROGRAM PERMIT REQUIRED SECURED BY COMMENTS 
YES NO (NAME) 

Air Resources Restricted Burning ☐ ☒             
Mineral Resources Mining ☐ ☒             
Materials Management Solid Waste Mgt. Fac. ☐ ☒             

 
 

Water 

Dam Safety Review ☐ ☒             
Const. in Flood Hazard ☐ ☒             
Public Water Supply ☐ ☒             
SPDES ☐ ☒             

Spills Management Petro. Bulk Storage ☐ ☒             
 
 

Lands and Forests 

Unit Management Plan ☐ ☒             
Tree Cutting ☒ ☐       Included in work plan 
Protected Native Plants ☐ ☒             
Historic Preservation ☐ ☒       SHPO has reviewed project 

 
Fish and Wildlife 

Freshwater Wetlands ☐ ☒             
Wild Scenic & Rec. River ☐ ☒             

 
 
 

Compliance Services 

Other Protection of Waters ☐ ☒             
EAF ☐ ☒             
Negative Declaration ☐ ☒             
Env. Impact Statement ☐ ☒             
Water Quality Cert. ☐ ☒             

 
 
 
 

DEC (other) 

CP-17 ☐ ☒             

Commissioner 
(aircraft, motorized 
equipment) 

☐ ☒             

Flight Request ☐ ☒             
Contract Clearance Sh. ☐ ☒             
DOB Exemption ☐ ☒             

 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Agencies 

APA MOU ☐ ☒      Allowed under MOU State Land consultation 
#SL20-24-0019 

APA Wetlands Permit ☐ ☒             
Corps. of Engineers ☐ ☒             
Building Permits ☐ ☒             
Local Permits ☐ ☒             
Easements ☐ ☒             
Highway Enter DOT ☐ ☒             
Wastewater Disposal ☐ ☒             
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Project Name: John Brown Farm Septic System Replacement 

State Land Unit: John Brown Farm Historic Area 
County: Essex Town: North Elba 
Date Tallied: 9/6/2024 
Tallied By: Steve Guglielmi 

Diameter 
Species 1 to 3 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 Total 

Black cherry     1     3  1 

Quaking Aspen    2 

Total 1     2     3      1      7 
Note: 1”- 3” size class are trees from 1.0” to 2.9” DBH. 4” size class are trees from 3.0” to 4.9”. 6” size 
class are trees from 5.0” to 6.9”. 
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Absorption field, facing west. 
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Absorption field, facing west. 
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Clump of trees to be removed for instalation of absorption field. 
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