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Fellow Cooperative Anglers, 

Happy 2025 fishing season! We want to 

welcome the new participants who joined this year 

and to thank all of you for being a part of this 

program.  Without your help, we would be missing 

an integral part of data on the New York striped bass 

recreational fishery. The information you provide as 

cooperative anglers goes a long way in assessing 

the health of striped bass stocks along the coast.  

As some of you may know, the Atlantic 

striped bass (Morone saxatilis) is the official New 

York State marine fish.  Its mild white flesh and 

exhilarating fight have made the striped bass an 

important fish for commercial and recreational 

fisheries up and down the eastern seaboard. When 

populations started to drastically decline in the 

1980’s, the U.S. Government passed the Atlantic 

Striped Bass Conservation Act of 1984. This 

empowered the Atlantic State Marine Fisheries 

Commission (ASMFC) to enforce The Atlantic Coast 

Striped Bass Interstate Fisheries Management Plan. 

One of the requirements for states with large 

recreational fisheries (such as New York) is to 

supply catch composition data and catch-effort 

information. Hence, the creation of the Striped Bass 

Cooperative Angler Program (SBCA).   

Since 1985, the SBCA has been recruiting 

volunteer anglers to log their fishing efforts and 

collect biological information, such as length, weight, 

and scale samples, from striped bass. The 

information that is provided, including the number of 

fishing trips, hours spent fishing, and the number of 

fish caught, allows us to determine catch per unit 

effort (CPUE = fish caught / hours spent fishing) or 

fishing success for striped bass in New York’s 

marine waters. Additionally, submitted length 

information and associated scale samples are used 

to create length-at-age keys. These are incorporated 

into striped bass population assessments and 

ultimately help guide fishery management decisions. 

Consequently, the data you send helps us monitor 

the striped bass population and gives you an active 

role in striped bass conservation and management.  

To date, the SBCA program has had over 

1700 anglers join and 245 active anglers within the 

past 5 years. With all the reports submitted and 

entered for the 2024 fishing season, let’s look at 

some of the following numbers. 

The Numbers 

In 2024 we had 63 new anglers join. In total 

there were 16 out of 245 active anglers who 

submitted fishing logs and/or striped bass scale 

samples for 2024. We also had 67 new anglers join 

in 2025 so far and look forward to their cooperation 

in the upcoming fishing season.  

Since the end of the 2024 fishing season, 

we have been entering all submitted fishing logs 

and aging the 100 scale samples that have been 

provided to us. Collectively, participating anglers 

spent 353 hours fishing, averaging about 2.4 hours 

per trip. A total of 384 striped bass were caught, 

with 97 of them being legal (28”-31”), making your 

2024 CPUE 1.09 bass/hr and 0.26 legal bass/hr 

respectively (Fig.1).  



 

 

Page 2 

 

  

  
 

Out of the 97 legal bass, 58 (59%) were kept, 

a slightly higher percentage than 2023 (42% kept). 

Overall, the total CPUE in 2024 was higher than in 

2023, but below the program average of 1.3 bass/hr. 

Although the total CPUE was higher, the legal CPUE 

was lower in 2024 (0.26 bass/hr) than 2023 (0.28 

bass/hr), and below the legal program average of 

0.27 bass/hr. *The implementation of a tighter slot 

limit in the 2023 season still has an impact on the 

likelihood of fish available for harvest.   

 

Fishing Methods 

Of the striped bass caught in 2024, 66.1% 

were taken by boat, 32.3% by shore, and 1.6% were 

taken by kayak. In 2024, fishing by boat took up a 

larger percentage than 2023, when fishing from 

shore was more popular. The most common bait 

used by anglers was artificial (66.8%), followed by 

live bait (18.3%). This differed from 2023, where live 

bait was much more popular than artificial. 

Characteristic of the striped bass migration, 

fish move from south to north in the spring and from 

north to south in the fall. Consequently, the greatest 

number of fish caught in 2024 were in the months of 

May and November. 

 

Age/Size Information 

From the 100 scale samples that participants 

have provided, we were able to age 92 of them. We 

aged the scales by first pressing them into acetate 

and then using a microfiche to count the annuli 

(rings) on the scale, in a similar fashion to how one 

would count rings on a tree (Fig. 2A). Sometimes 

scales are not able to be aged due to poor scale 

quality or regeneration (Fig. 2B).  

When a scale falls off a fish, it begins to grow 

back; during this regeneration time the growth 

pattern that was previously on the scale is not 

recognizable. Therefore, it is important to collect 

multiple scales (10-20) from a single fish. Some 

scale envelopes only had 1 scale in them or not 

enough information about the fish on the envelope. 

Without multiple scales and the proper information 

about the fish we are unable to accurately age them. 

Fig. 2A 

Two-year old striped bass. 

Fig. 2B 

Regenerated scale. 
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From the 92 scales that we were able to age, 

6 and 9-year-old fish were most often caught. (Fig. 

3b). Because environmental and biological factors 

change from year to year, spawning success rates 

vary, causing some year classes to be more 

abundant than others.  Below is the SBCA data from 

2023 for reference so we can compare it with 2024.  

 

 
 

Comparing figure 3a. to figure 3b. from 

2023, it appears that the 2015-year class still has a 

strong presence in the population.  If we look at the 

Maryland (Chesapeake Bay) YOY index (Fig 3c.), 

this correlates with the above average reproductive 

success in 2015. This index also shows 2018 having 

above average numbers, although not as high as 

2015.  

 
Figure 3c. Chesapeake Bay YOY Index. Maryland 

Department of Natural Resources (2024).1 

 

 
 

  If you look at Fig. 4. you can see the average 

size of striped bass for each month.  

 

 

Fig 3c. 
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Overall, the average size striped bass caught 

in zones 1-5 was 29 inches. The smallest fish caught 

was 10.5 inches, and the largest was 50 inches. 

When we have both age and length information, we 

can create length-at-age keys (Fig.5). From this key 

we can see that the average age of a fish in the legal 

slot size is about 6 to 7 years old.  

These length-at-age keys help scientists 

estimate growth rates and the abundance of 

particular year classes over time. Length-at-age also 

becomes an important contributor to adjusting 

regulations, particularly when the sexual maturity of 

a species is based on age, and therefore size. For 

example, if the data showed that anglers are 

catching legal sized bass, but their ages are below 

the average age of when they mature, regulations 

would have to be changed so the fish could have the 

opportunity to spawn before being removed from the 

population. Striped bass grow and mature at 

different rates from year to year due to a variety of 

factors including fishing pressure, and genetic and 

environmental influences. In general, female striped 

bass mature between 4-8 years old and males 

between 2-4 years old. Thus, the information you 

provide plays an important role in monitoring and 

managing striped bass! 

  

NYS DEC Sampling 

 
 

In addition to the SBCA program, the DEC 

also conducts striped bass surveys on the Hudson 

River and in the western bays on Long Island. These 

surveys are used to create an index of abundance 

for young-of-the-year striped bass and recruitment 

rates, helping us assess the striped bass spawning 

success. Additionally, the surveys assist in 

monitoring other commercially important species 

and the abundance of baitfish. Our unit runs the 

survey on Long Island which is geared towards 

catching age-1 fish at sampling locations in Little 

Neck Bay, Manhasset Bay, Hempstead Harbor, 

Oyster Bay, and Jamaica Bay. In each bay, we set a 

beach seine at fixed stations from May-October. All 

the fish we capture in our seine are counted, 

measured, and released. When we catch striped 

bass, we measure, weigh, and take scales from 

them to age. Additionally, if the bass is 6” or greater, 

we tag it with a United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) internal anchor tag. You may 

occasionally catch a striper with a tag. A variety of 

different agencies use tags and if you catch a tagged 

fish, please report it to the appropriate agency as 

they help us understand striped bass migration 

patterns and survival rates (references are on back 

of logbook and can be provided).  

In 2024 we caught 803 striped bass ranging 

in size from 1.2 to 39.3 inches, and age from 0 to 9 

years. Of 799 striped bass aged, 5 were not able to 

be aged, 156 were YOY, 92 were yearlings, and 546 

were older. The abundance index for age one striped 

bass in 2024 was 0.31 fish/haul and below the time 

series average of 1.14 fish/haul. (Figure 6). It has not 

been above average since 2016.  

Recent Activities of the Diadromous Unit 

Since 2000, our unit has conducted an 

American Eel Glass Eel Survey on the Carmans 

River system. From late February to April, we use a 

fyke net checked daily at low tide, weekends 

included. This year marks 25 years of valuable data 

collection. Last year (2024) saw record highs in 

catch per unit effort (CPUE), and this year appears 

promising as well. 

Besides glass eels, the net captures various 

species like golden shiners, young menhaden, 

bluegill, killifish, pumpkinseed, sticklebacks, and 

grass shrimp. On-site, we measure water 
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temperature, salinity, and dissolved oxygen. After 

counting the eels, we transport them to the lab for 

processing. 

At the lab, we safely measure, weigh, and 

stage them. Staging involves microscopic 

examination of pigmentation, which increases as the 

eels spend more time in freshwater. The next day, 

we release the eels above the dam at Hards Lake, 

allowing them to thrive in the Carmans River's upper 

reaches until their spawning migration to the 

Sargasso Sea 

 

Eel Mops! 

For the second year now, we deployed six 

eel mops in the Nissequogue River system, 

strategically placed at different locations throughout 

the system. These mops mimic habitat, providing 

refuge for glass eels during their spring migration. 

We use them to monitor eel movement through the 

system and track their migration as they travel 

upstream. The eels are counted in the mops and 

then released at the same location to continue their 

journey. 

 

Complaints, Concerns, and Public Participation 

in Fisheries Management 

Please continue to log and collect scale 

samples as much as you can! Reporting is easy, 

fast, and simple with the ArcGIS Survey 123 app. 

Even if you only go fishing once during the season, 

one log is better than no log! Reports where you 

caught nothing are just as important as reports 

where fishing was great! Please have your friends 

join the program as well! All are welcome! 

We had multiple cooperative anglers donate 

a few striped bass heads to us this year. The heads 

are collected to obtain the otolith (ear bones) out of 

the fish. We use these to more accurately age the 

striped bass compared to the scale samples. The 

only downfall to this method is the fish must be 

sacrificed. We primarily age scale samples because 

taking scale samples doesn’t hurt the fish. But if you 

intend on keeping a legal-size fish and can save the 

head for us, we would greatly appreciate your 

contribution! 

A few of our Survey123 anglers checked off 

that they collected scale samples, but we never 

received them. Please make sure to send your scale 

samples to us as soon as you can! 

As per your suggestions, we created a video 

on how to take scale samples and how to practice 

safe handling techniques. Please see the link in the 

reminders to access that video. This year more 

anglers used paper logbooks over the app but many 

program members have expressed interest in using 

the online reporting system through our Survey 123 

app.  Please let us know if you need any more 

resources regarding Survey 123.   

 

Regulations 

The current regulation in the marine and 

coastal district south of the George Washington 

Bridge, is one striped bass per person, per day at a 

slot size of 28” through 31”. These regulations will 

remain in place for the 2025 season.  

In the Hudson River, north of the George 

Washington Bridge, the possession limit is 1 fish per 

person per day at a slot size of 23” through 28”.  The 

regulations for the Hudson River will remain in 

place for the 2025 season.  

For information on other regulations check 

the NYS DEC website (https://dec.ny.gov/things-to-

do/saltwater-fishing/recreational-fishing-

regulations). 

The New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) 

participates in marine fishery councils, boards, and 

a commission in cooperation with fishermen, other 

states, management agencies, and the federal 

government to develop and implement sustainable 

management plans for marine fisheries. 

The NYS DEC also conducts outreach to 

educate the public about the importance of marine 

fisheries and how to conserve them. Additionally, the 

NYS DEC works to promote the sustainable use of 

marine fisheries for both recreational and 

https://dec.ny.gov/things-to-do/saltwater-fishing/recreational-fishing-regulations
https://dec.ny.gov/things-to-do/saltwater-fishing/recreational-fishing-regulations
https://dec.ny.gov/things-to-do/saltwater-fishing/recreational-fishing-regulations
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commercial fishing. The DEC supports the fishing 

industry by providing technical assistance and 

funding for research and development. The DEC 

also works to protect marine fisheries from habitat 

loss and other threats. 

To see when the next Marine Resources 

Advisory Council (MRAC) and Atlantic States 

Marine Fisheries Commission public comment 

hearings are being held please visit 

www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/568.html 

Please remember to sign up for the free 

recreational marine registry before heading out to 

fish. To sign up online or by phone, please visit 

https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/permits-

licenses/sporting-and-use/sporting/recreational-

marine-fishing-registry 

 

Important Reminders 

• Please send in your logbooks and scale 

samples for this coming season no later than 

the end of January 2026.  

• Remember to take multiple scales (10-20) 

when collecting scale samples. Big fish 

especially tend to have many regenerated 

scales, so it is important to provide 10-20 so 

that at least one scale is readable. 

• Only put scales from a single fish in an 

envelope, if scales are mixed, we cannot 

use the data. 

• Report all your trips, even when you catch 

nothing. Zero catch trips are just as 

important as trips when you catch fish. 

Take the time to fill in as much information as 

you can provide in the logbook or on a scale 

envelope. Without the correct and full 

information, we cannot enter and analyze it 

properly.  

• Fill in the “hours fished” in your logbook 

and/or on the scale envelopes. 

• If you would like to receive updates via email 

and haven’t already supplied us with one, 

please consider contacting us.  

• Please request a new logbook if you are 

using older versions or ran out of space in 

your current one. 

• If you need a new logbook or more scale 

envelopes, email sbcaprogram@dec.ny.gov 

or contact Emily directly. 

• To watch the instructional video about the 

scale taking process, please view this video: 

https://tinyurl.com/SBCA-Scale-video 

• For more information on best handling 

practices, please visit this link: 

https://dec.ny.gov/things-to-do/saltwater-

fishing/best-practices 

• Maryland Department of Natural Resources:  

https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2024/10/17/r

esults-of-chesapeake-bay-2024-young-of-

year-striped-bass-survey-show-little-

change/ 

 

Closing Remarks 

We would like to thank all of you for putting 

in the time and effort to collect data for the program.  

We understand that when the fishing is fast and 

furious it may become a burden to stop and take 

data from every fish you catch.  We want to remind 

you that any information you provide us with is 

information we otherwise wouldn’t have; however, 

try and be as accurate as possible when recording 

this into your logs.  

We hope that you enjoyed this newsletter. As 

always, feel free to contact us with comments, ideas, 

suggestions, or stories.  

Wet springs, like the one we're experiencing 

this year, are historically linked to increased striped 

bass spawning success. These conditions can 

benefit the overall population. Fingers crossed for a 

banner year of striped bass reproduction! 

Wishing you tight lines in the 2025 season 

and beyond! 

-The Diadromous Fish Unit 
 

Contact Information: 
Emily Paribello 

NYS DEC Diadromous Fisheries 
631-380-3308 

sbcaprogram@dec.ny.gov 
123 Kings Park Blvd. 

(Nissequogue River State Park) 
Kings Park, NY 11754 
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