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Addendum 3: Qualified Contractor Overview 

Potential Contractor Qualification Requirements for 
Closed Loop Geothermal Boreholes 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) anticipates implementing 
specific contractor qualification requirements for closed loop geothermal boreholes drilled greater 
than 500 feet in depth. This outline summarizes the potential qualifications that may be required 
for contractors or drillers of closed loop geothermal boreholes drilled greater than 500 feet, as 
well as the process envisioned for registering as a Qualified Contractor with DEC. 

1) What is a Qualified Contractor?

Answer: A Qualified Contractor is a person or entity responsible for the on-site supervision of 
permitted closed loop geothermal activities. This person can be a company representative or 
other individual that holds a valid and current certification or accreditation from a department-
approved organization or association related to the best practices for the drilling or 
decommissioning of closed loop geothermal boreholes. Qualified contractors will most likely be 
drillers, consultants, or general contractors overseeing a larger construction project. 

2) What is the purpose of a Qualified Contractor?

Answer: The purpose of a Qualified Contractor is to ensure that competent and knowledgeable 
individuals are supervising or conducting permitted operations. The Permit to Drill, Deepen, Plug 
Back, or Convert a closed loop geothermal borehole will be issued to a Qualified Contractor. The 
Qualified Contractor will be responsible for ensuring permitted activities comply with all regulatory 
requirements and permit conditions. 

3) How do I become a Qualified Contractor?

Answer: To register as a Qualified Contractor, a company or an individual must submit an 
Organizational Report to the DEC, along with an attestation on a DEC-approved form indicating 
that any employee responsible for the on-site supervision of drilling activities holds a valid and 
current certification or accreditation from a department-approved organization or association. 
Proof of a valid certification or accreditation must be provided to the department upon request. 

4) Is there a fee associated with becoming a Qualified Contractor?

Answer: There is no fee associated with registering as a Qualified Contractor with DEC. However, 
there may be a cost associated with obtaining an approved certification or accreditation. 

5) Does the Qualified Contractor registration expire?

Answer: The registration does not expire. However, if the certification or accreditation on the 
attestation form is not maintained, lapses, or is no longer acceptable, the Qualified Contractor 
must notify DEC within 30 calendar days of the change. In addition, if any information provided in 
the Organizational Report needs to be changed or updated, a revised Organizational Report must 
be submitted to DMN within 30 calendar days of the change. 



Page 2 of 2 

6) What certifications or accreditations will be recognized by DEC?

Answer: DEC is currently considering recognizing the following certifications or accreditations:

a) National Ground Water Association: Geothermal Driller (CVCLD)
b) International Ground Source Heat Pump Association: Accredited Installer (AI)
c) International Ground Source Heat Pump Association: Certified GeoExchange Designer 

(CGD)

DEC intends to issue a policy listing approved closed loop geothermal certifications or 
accreditations. A draft of the policy will be made available for public review and comment during 
the rule making process, and the finalized policy will be issued when the final regulations are 
promulgated. The policy can be revised and updated as necessary, without additional rule making, 
if additional certifications or accreditations become available. 

https://www.ngwa.org/advance-your-career/certification/Geothermal-driller-CVCLD
https://igshpa.org/accredited-installer-training/
https://igshpa.org/certified-geoexchange-designer/
https://igshpa.org/certified-geoexchange-designer/



