
Stakeholder Outreach Information Request 

Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for 6 NYCRR Parts 550, 561, 563, and 
569 

Closed Loop Geothermal Borehole and Closed Loop Stratigraphic Test Wells 
Deeper than 500 Feet  

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is providing 
questions for stakeholder consideration and response as part of outreach for DEC’s 
development of future proposed regulations for closed loop geothermal boreholes and 
closed loop stratigraphic test wells drilled deeper than 500 feet. Note that all citations to 6 
NYCRR within this document refer to the Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(ANPRM) that DEC has made available for stakeholder consideration1. The ANPRM and 
supplemental documents are available for review on DEC’s website at 
https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/regulations/proposed-emergency-and-recently-adopted-
regulations/mineral-resources.  

Responses to the questions below and feedback regarding the ANPRM may be submitted 
to DEC’s public comment system at https://nydec.commentinput.com?id=6CFx2RstcJ, or 
by email to DMN.PublicComment@dec.ny.gov. Please include “Closed Loop Geothermal 
Rulemaking” in the subject line. When responding to the questions please indicate the 
number associated with the question. Alternatively, input may be submitted by mail to Attn: 
Closed Loop Geothermal Rule Making, NYS DEC Division of Mineral Resources, 625 
Broadway, 3rd Floor, Albany, NY 12233-6500. Written responses must be submitted 
to DEC or postmarked by midnight on August 22, 2025. 

Questions 

1. DEC is proposing to require that qualified contractors (QC) acquire a certification or
accreditation from a DEC-approved organization. A QC is a person or entity
responsible for the on-site supervision of permitted closed loop geothermal activities.
Two organizations with certifications under consideration are the National Ground
Water Association (NGWA) and the International Ground Source Heat Pump
Association (IGSHPA).

a. What are the costs associated with obtaining and maintaining these
certifications?

1 DEC released the ANPRM as a feedback-gathering exercise to allow interested stakeholders and the 
public an opportunity to provide input on DEC’s ideas for a future rule making. The release of the ANPRM 
is not a formal proposal and therefore does not constitute a regulatory action. 
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b. Are there other organizations for closed loop geothermal that the DEC should 
consider at this time? 
 

2. In geographic areas where there is increased risk of encountering hydrocarbons or 
other geologic hazards in the subsurface, DEC is proposing to require the installation 
of permanent surface casing to protect groundwater and ensure public safety. 
Additionally, in areas where fully cemented surface casing is required, if cement 
returns are not observed at the surface during cementing operations, DEC is 
proposing to require a cement bond log be run to determine the top of cement. 
 

a. Per your geographic area as outlined in Figure 1, Section 3 Environmental 
Setting in the Draft Scope, what are the estimated costs of installing and 
cementing permanent surface casing in the wellbore per foot?  
 

b. What is the average cost associated with running a cement bond log? 
 

3. Closed loop geothermal boreholes are predicted to be drilled throughout New York 
State in a variety of urban, suburban, and rural environments, with large-scale projects 
(such as utility thermal energy networks) possibly resulting in noise, visual, and 
community disturbances to the public and ecosystems. Some proposed mitigation 
measures for projects with noise or visual disturbances include, but are not limited to, 
reducing drilling hours to reasonable daytime hours, use of physical barriers to reduce 
sound and visual appearance, and reclamation of the affected area. What are the 
costs to mitigate noise, visual, and community disturbances to sensitive environments 
for large-scale projects if required? 
 

4. DEC is proposing borehole setback and construction requirements as found in the 
pre-proposal draft Express Terms in 6 NYCRR Parts 561 and 563, based on drilling 
risks associated with geographic area and geologic setting. DEC recognizes that 
compliance with the proposed regulations may warrant additional economic and 
technological controls to provide adequate environmental protection. 
 

a. What are the economic and technological feasibility issues associated with 
compliance with the proposed regulations in Express Terms 561 and 563 per 
your geographic area as identified in the map located in Section 3, 
Environmental Setting in the Draft Scope? 
 

b. What are the initial capital costs incurred to comply with the proposed 
requirements under consideration in Express Terms Parts 561 and 563? 
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c. What are the costs to perform an angular deviation and directional survey if 
DEC suspects the borehole has deviated in a manner that was not permitted 
or if drilling an intentionally deviated borehole? 
 

5. Will the rulemaking have any impacts on local governments, small businesses, job 
employment or potential employment opportunities? 




