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PROJECT SPOTLIGHT 
State Superfund Site No. 819018 June 2025 DEC REGION 8 

Batavia Iron and Metal Company, Inc. 

Site History and 
Cleanup Summary 

The Batavia Iron and Metal Company, Inc.  
Site operated as a metal recycling facility  
from 1951 until 1999, and the company filed  
for bankruptcy in February 2000. The Site  
was reportedly used to reclaim iron, metal, 
and wire materials for resale to recycling 
and manufacturing firms. Batavia Iron and 
Metal also purchased and handled electrical 
transformers on the property. Two furnaces 
operated at the facility from the early 1970s 
until 1994 for the purpose of reclaiming wire 
and smelting white metals. Prior to the use of 

the furnaces, Site operations included open 
burning in outdoor dumpsters to remove 
insulation from the wiring. Batavia Iron and 
Metal also accepted fill and demolition debris 
that were used to level the property and were 
also spread onto adjacent properties. Various 
waste debris such as concrete blocks, scrap 
metal, rubber tires, propane tanks, and steel 
drums were present at the Site. As a result 
of all these on-site activities, the soil became 
heavily contaminated with polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs) and heavy metals.  
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Remedial Action Timeline 

2004 

DEC investigations began at the Site. 

2012 

A remedial investigation was completed 
by DEC. Results of the investigation 
showed that on-site soils were contami-
nated with polycyclic aromatic hydrocar-
bons (PAHs), PCBs, and heavy metals. 
Potential soil vapor intrusion (SVI) path-
ways into residential structures from the 
groundwater transport of volatile organic 
compound (VOC) contaminants off-site 
were identified. 

2014 

Interim Remedial Measure: DEC removed 
PCB- and metals-impacted surface soil 
on three residential properties to the 
east of the Site. 

MARCH–DECEMBER 2023 

DEC excavated and disposed of 
contaminated soil and debris off-site. 

2006 

Interim Remedial Measure: DEC 
excavated approximately 41 tons of 
contaminated soils. The contaminated 
soil and several leaking 55-gallon drums 
were also disposed of off-site. 

2013 

Interim Remedial Measure: DEC 
conducted soil vapor sampling at several 
residential properties surrounding the 
Site. Based on the results, sub-slab 
depressurization systems were installed 
at three residential properties near the 
Site as an SVI mitigation effort. 

AUGUST 2017–JUNE 2018 

Interim Remedial Measure: Excavation 
and off-site disposal of contaminated soil 
and debris located on the adjacent City of 
Batavia-owned property west of the Site 
was conducted by DEC. 

SPRING 2024 

DEC restored the Site. 

https://dec.ny.gov
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RESILIENT REMEDIATION 
As part of the cleanup effort, 
DEC conducted a detailed 
climate resiliency assessment 
to ensure the engineered 
components of the project 
would be able to withstand 
future climate-driven weather 
events. Routine groundwater 
inspections from six on-site 
monitoring wells and annual 
wetland inspections for the next 
five years after completion of 
Site restoration will ensure the 
health of the ecosystem and 
the protection of the commu-
nity. To support potential future 
development of the on-site 
building, sub-slab vapor, soil, 
and groundwater samples 
were collected from beneath 
the building and an Excava-
tion Work Plan for any potential 
work under the building was 
prepared as a part of the site 
management plan. 

SUMMARY OF REMEDIAL ACTIONS 
Over 65,000 tons of contaminated soils were removed 
and disposed of off-site. For remediation, 57,000 tons 
of backfill, 8,000 tons of topsoil, and 4,500 tons of 
gravel subbase were imported from local businesses 
after being tested for quality. All backfill was sourced 
3.5 miles from the Site. Over 1.5 million gallons of 
water from remedial activities were treated with 
an on-site treatment system and discharged to the 
Batavia sanitary sewer. As part of the cleanup effort, 
965 individual trees and shrubs were planted during 
restoration of the Site. 

A Green Cleanup 
DEC implemented best management practices on-site to reduce the 
environmental footprint of cleanup activities, including: 

● Logs from clearing the property prior to excavation were reused as 
wetland habitats. Boulders encountered during excavations were 
also reused for habitat restoration in the wetlands. 

● Wood waste from clearing activities was mulched and reused for 
erosion control along the perimeter of the Site. 

● Buried concrete was cleaned and used as backfill for excavations 
deeper than 4 feet. Reuse of the concrete reduced emissions 
associated with backfill transportation. 

● Tires discovered above and below ground were washed and sent 
to a recycling facility rather than a landfill. 

● Treated construction water was used for dust control on haul roads. 

● Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions were reduced by utilizing public 
grid electricity (much of which comes from hydroelectric dams) 
when needed; sourcing backfill and topsoil locally (less than 5 miles 
away); and not idling equipment while not in use. 

● The parking area in front of the Site was restored with gravel as 
opposed to asphalt, reducing the project’s energy usage by 87% 
and GHG emissions by 50%. 

https://dec.ny.gov
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Stakeholder Involvement 

Construction activities were coordinated to 
limit disturbance to the parking area for Dwyer 
Stadium, home of the Batavia Muckdogs, located 
adjacent to the Site; there were no interruptions to 
ingress/egress of the stadium parking lot. 

Remedial work on city property adjacent to the 
Site was coordinated with the City of Batavia. 

Students from Batavia High 
School were given a tour of the 
Site to acquaint them with the 
remediation project and the 
State Superfund Program. 

DEC coordinated with EPA to 
ensure the remediation of 
PCB-contaminated soil was 
conducted in compliance 
with 40 CFR 761.61 - PCB 
remediation waste cleanup. 

Restoration was in compliance 
with rules and regulations, and 
improvements to wetlands were made 
through coordination with DEC’s Division of 
Fish and Wildlife and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

“City Manager Rachael Tabelski 
said…I would like to thank the 

members of the site cleanup team, from 
the engineers, construction, monitors, trucking, 

etc. and DEC for the leadership and prioritizing 
community health.” (Joanne Beck, “Ton by ton, city 
brownfield site gets restored for future use,” The 
Batavian, Nov. 4, 2023, https://www.thebatavian. 
com/tags/brownfield-cleanup-program.) 

https://dec.ny.gov
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Restoration Highlights 
Restoration of the Site was designed to return the 
Site to its original condition before Batavia Iron and 
Metal operations and to protect the community and 
ecosystem from contaminants. 

● The completed restoration provides varied 
habitat (trees, fallen logs, rocks) within the 
remediated wetlands. 

● Native wetland shrubs and trees were used 
for restoration within the wetland and upland 
areas of the Site to minimize irrigation and 
fertilizing requirements while enhancing the 
ecological integrity of the property. 

● Prior to remediation, stormwater would flow 
from the Site parking lot and pool in the 
street. An infiltration trench and basin were 
constructed to mitigate storm runoff into the 
street, instead redirecting and allowing it to 
infiltrate soils on the Site. 

Additional Resources 
Project documents are available at these locations: 

● Richmond Memorial Library 
19 Ross Street  
Batavia, NY 14020  
585-343-9550 
http://www.batavialibrary.org/ 

● DEC Region 8 Office 
6274 East Avon-Lima Road  
Avon, NY 14414 
585-226-5353 

● DECInfo Locator: 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/819018 
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