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Dear Commissioner Fetten:

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is in receipt of
the May 2025 revised Draft Emerging Contaminant Plume Investigation Report
(Report). The Report summarizes the findings of investigatory activities completed
under the Plume Characterization Investigation Work Plan by the Town of Brookhaven
(Town).

The Report concludes there are emerging contaminants within the historic landfill
leachate plume associated with closed Cells 1, 2 and 3, and that the landfill is a
contributing source to this contamination. The Report also acknowledges that emerging
contaminants were detected downgradient of Cells 5 and 6 but suggests this
contamination may be related to an upgradient source. DEC finds the revised draft
submission to be acceptable.

DEC provided guidelines for the corrective measures assessment program to the Town
in a letter dated August 8, 2023. The following actions remain to be fulfilled:

A. Notify Downgradient Residents: The Town must notify all persons who own
land or reside on land that is directly over or within 500 feet downgradient of any
part of the plume of contamination by August 30, 2025. At minimum, the Town
must:

a. Copy DEC on all correspondence.

b. Notify residents within the appropriate radius downgradient of the defined
plume with written correspondence. The plume area, at minimum, should
be defined using the boundaries of the leachate plume as depicted in
Figure 6-1 of the approved Report.
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c. Establish within the correspondence that the notification is from the Town
and provide contact information for the Town.

d. Acknowledge within the correspondence that the reason for the
notification is that the recipient’s residence is located within the landfill
plume or downgradient of it.

e. ldentify within the correspondence all the contaminants detected within the
plume that have concentrations in exceedance of the trigger values
established for the landfill.

f. Explain within the correspondence the risk of exposure to elevated
groundwater contaminants, if any, to residents and provide health
information or resources.

B. Corrective Measures Assessment: The Town must conclude the corrective
measures assessment period by January 30, 2026, and submit the corrective
measures report by February 13, 2026, for review and approval by DEC.

The corrective measures report must summarize a list of possible corrective
measures including, but not limited to, landfill closure in accordance with 6
NYCRR Part 363-9 and landfill reclamation in accordance with 6 NYCRR Part
363-11, and an assessment of the effectiveness of each corrective measure. The
assessment of each listed corrective measure must include, at a minimum:

a. The corrective measure's performance, reliability, and ease of
implementation.

b. The corrective measure's potential impacts including safety effects, cross
media effects and control of any probable residual contamination.

c. The time required to begin and complete each corrective measure.

d. The cost of each corrective measure.

e. An identification of any State and local permits or other public health or
environmental requirements that may affect the corrective measure

implementation.

f. The corrective measure’s potential to satisfy the requirements of 6
NYCRR 363-10.1(b)(2) and (3).

C. Public Meeting: Within the corrective measures assessment period (prior to
January 30, 2026), the Town must discuss the corrective measures assessment
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in a public meeting with DEC present before the selection of the corrective
measure. The public meeting must not be held on or within three calendar days
of any major holiday, such as Halloween or Thanksgiving, or on a federal holiday.
A responsiveness summary, which addresses comments received at the public
meeting, must be included with the corrective measures report. The public
meeting must be noticed as follows:

a. Publication of the notice in a newspaper having general circulation in the
area within which the facility is located, direct mailing of the notice to
property owners within 1,000 feet of the landfill footprint, and publishing of
the notice in the environmental notice bulletin.

b. The notice must be published and mailed no less than two weeks nor
more than six weeks before the meeting.

c. The notice must indicate the date, time, place and purpose of the meeting,

Following the meeting, DEC is requesting that there be a formal commenting
period to allow community members to submit additional feedback on the
proposed corrective measure. Written comments must also be incorporated into
the responsiveness summary.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (631) 444-0375.

CC:

Sincerely,

Frmmsen Kang,

Francesca King, P.G.
Division of Materials Management, R1

Syed H. Rahman, P.E., Regional Engineer, DMM, R1

Jaime Lang, P.E., Bureau Director, Solid Waste Management, DMM, CO

Jim Wade, P.E., Regional Solid Waste and Recycling Supervisor, DMM, R1

Jignesh Shah, P.E., Deputy Regional Solid Waste and Recycling Supervisor, DMM, R1
Jie Zhao, P.E., Deputy Regional Solid Waste and Recycling Supervisor, DMM, R1
Paola Munar Moreno, P.E., Section Supervisor, DMM, CO

Vincent Fay, P.G., DMM, CO

Chris K. Oommen, P.E., DMM, R1

Dan Johnson, Chief Deputy Commissioner, Town of Brookhaven





