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Introduction. The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires states to assess and report on the quality of their
waters. To assess a waterbody, the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) considers all available
water quality data. Data sources include but are not limited to data collected by DEC, stakeholders, local, state,
and federal governments, and Indian Nations. Every two years, DEC solicits water quality data from the public
and outside entities. Data that meets the requirements described below can be used to inform waterbody
assessments and are reported on through the Clean Water Act Section 305(b) Report and Section 303(d) List of
Impaired Waters. All data must meet the data requirements described in New York’s Consolidated Assessment
and Listing Methodology (CALM).

The information below provides an overview of the data requirements and data submittal process.

Data Requirements

As stated in the 2023 CALM, data used to conduct assessments’

must: SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
[l Be collected following a Quality Assurance Project Plan O Data Provider Contact Information
(QAPP) ] QAPP
[1 Be accompanied with a Data Usability Assessment Report [0 ELAP Certified Lab
DUAR [ DUAR
[1 Demonstrate that data quality indicators have been met [0 Date and Time of Sampling
precision, accuracy, bias, representativeness O s ling locat dinat
completeness, comparability, and sensitivity ampling focation coordinates
[0 Waterbody Name and Segment ID
[0 Be analyzed by a NYS Department of Health (DOH) ol M
Environmental Laboratory Approval Program (ELAP) SR IR
accredited Lab, for parameters that DOH certifies, and use LI Units of Measurement
methods approved under 40 CFR Part 136 [ Data formatted with Data
[l Be reflective of a Water Quality Standard or a SIS WETIED
[1 Submitted via the 2025 Data

Supplemental Indicator identified in the CALM
Solicitation Form

Sample Location

Each site for which data is submitted must be identified by

latitude/longitude coordinates and include the Waterbody Name and Segment ID, which can be
obtained from the Waterbody Assessment Factsheet on the DECinfo Locator or NYS GIS
Clearinghouse: Waterbody Inventory/Priority Waterbodies List (WI/PWL) Layer.

Quality Assurance

To be used for assessment purposes, the data submittal must include a QAPP and a DUAR. These
documents must:

[0 Be signed by all applicable parties

[0 Define the purpose of data collection

[0 Provide a protocol for sampling during or following periods of heavy precipitation
O

Include a project summary, sample handling procedures, instrument calibration, and information
on supplies and consumables

For more information, or to sign up for email updates from NYSDEC, visit dec.ny.gov


https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fextapps.dec.ny.gov%2Ffs%2Fprojects%2Fwaterqualityassurance%2FTemplate-QAPP-MON.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fextapps.dec.ny.gov%2Ffs%2Fprojects%2Fwaterqualityassurance%2FTemplate-QAPP-MON.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fextapps.dec.ny.gov%2Ffs%2Fprojects%2Fwaterqualityassurance%2FTemplate-DUAR_V24-1.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fextapps.dec.ny.gov%2Ffs%2Fprojects%2Fwaterqualityassurance%2FTemplate-DUAR_V24-1.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.wadsworth.org/regulatory/elap
https://www.wadsworth.org/regulatory/elap
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/waterbodydecinfolocatorinst.pdf
https://data.gis.ny.gov/maps/fe6e369f89444618920a5b49f603e34a/about
https://data.gis.ny.gov/maps/fe6e369f89444618920a5b49f603e34a/about

[0 Include information on data management, including review and validation

[0 Meet data quality indicators

Data Submittal Process

Electronic data submissions will be accepted by DEC from August 27, 2025, through October 28, 2025.
Submissions must consist of the following:

[0 Electronic data submission using the Data Submission Template via the 2025 Data Solicitation
Form

[0 Attach the Data Submission Template, QAPP, and DUAR to the submission. Refer to the
Submission Checklist to make sure all necessary information is provided.

Additional Resources

Water Quality Assessment Program:
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/watersheds/management/assessment

Water Quality Assurance:
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/assurance

Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) Monitoring Template:
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/projects/waterqualityassurance/Template-QAPP-
MON.docx

Data Usability Assessment Report (DUAR) Template:

https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/projects/waterqualityassurance/Template-DUAR V24-
1.docx

DOH ELAP Accredited Environmental Laboratories:
https://apps.health.ny.gov/pubdoh/applinks/wc/elappublicweb/

Instructions for Accessing WI/PWL Factsheets on DECinfo Locator:
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/waterbodydecinfolocatorinst.pdf

CONTACT INFORMATION

Bureau of Water Assessment and Management
Water Assessment and Implementation Section
625 Broadway Albany, NY 12233-3502
4pwlinfo@dec.ny.gov
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https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/2c0693324d1c43b2a716b3f47fe67e4c/design
https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/2c0693324d1c43b2a716b3f47fe67e4c/design
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/watersheds/management/assessment
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/assurance
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/projects/waterqualityassurance/Template-QAPP-MON.docx
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/projects/waterqualityassurance/Template-QAPP-MON.docx
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/projects/waterqualityassurance/Template-DUAR_V24-1.docx
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/fs/projects/waterqualityassurance/Template-DUAR_V24-1.docx
https://apps.health.ny.gov/pubdoh/applinks/wc/elappublicweb/
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/waterbodydecinfolocatorinst.pdf
mailto:4pwlinfo@dec.ny.gov
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