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WELCOME

All lines will remain muted
This presentation will be recorded
Please type your questions in the chat box throughout

Question and Answer Session at the end

We will address as many questions as we can in the time allowed

Contact 4pwlinfo@dec.ny.gov with questions or comments following the
webinar
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WEBINAR OBJECTIVES

- Provide an overview of Clean Water Act Sections 303(d) and 305(b)

- Provide an overview of the data quality requirements for the use of water
quality data in updating the Waterbody Inventory/Priority Waterbodies List

- Provide an overview of Data Solicitation

- Review the water quality data submittal process and corresponding
materials for 2025 Data Solicitation

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION




CLEAN WATER ACT
SECTIONS
303(d) AND 305(b)




PURPOSE OF GATHERING WATER QUALITY DATA

Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act and supporting regulations in Title 40 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR) 130.7, requires NYS to:

Monitor, assess, and report on the quality of their waters relative to the
designated uses established in accordance with their water quality standards
(WQS).

Assemble and evaluate “all existing and readily available water quality-
related data and information” to develop the list.

- Submit an integrated report to the US Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), every two years

o 305(b) Report (assessment of all waters)

o 303(d) List (waters where water quality standards are not met and a
TMDL is required)
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WHAT IS AN ASSESSMENT?

Evaluation of the water quality of the state’s
waterbodies by determining whether they
meet the state’s WQS and support their Best
Uses.

The classification and standards of water
quality are provided in Title 6 NYCRR, Parts
700-941.

O Foundation of NYS’s water quality
programs

J Numeric and narrative threshold
established for pollutants

O All waters classified according to their
best use

Photo by Alene Onion

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION




RELATIONSHIP: CLASS AND USE

Fresh Surface Waters

Source
Water

Supply

Saline Surface Waters

Shellfishing

Primary
Contact
Recreation

Secondary
Contact
Recreation

Primary
Contact
Recreation

Fishing

Secondary
Contact
Recreation

Fishing
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ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW

Best Use
Assessment

[1]] 5 o

Standards &
Guidance Value
Evaluation

Waterbody
Assessment
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DATA REQUIREMENTS




CALM - CONSOLIDATED ASSESSMENT AND LISTING METHODOLOGY

A description of the methods used to assess
water quality;

1 An explanation of how all available monitoring

data was assembled and used to determine the
attainment status consistent with the applicable
WQS; and

1 Decision rationales to not use any available data
(40 CFR Section 130.7).

Photo by Charlie Stoll
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DATA QUALITY REQUIREMENTS

Q be collected following a Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP);

L demonstrate precision, accuracy, bias, representativeness, completeness,
comparability, and sensitivity;

 accompanied with a Data Useability Assessment Report (DUAR);

O be analyzed by an Environmental Laboratory Approval Program (ELAP)
accredited Lab for parameters that the NYS Department of Health
(NYSDOH) certifies, and using methods approved under 40 CFR Part 136;

O be a parameter with a WQS or a Supplemental Indicator identified in the
CALM
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DATA QUANTITY REQUIREMENTS

0 Meet a minimum of two years™ of data and be less than ten years old; and

0 Meet a minimum number of samples*®
0 Six samples for ponded and eight samples for flowing waters

*If data from combined sources do not meet minimum quantity requirements the assessment will be
unconfirmed
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MINIMUM REPRESENTATIVENESS REQUIREMENTS FOR PONDED AND
FLOWING WATER QUALITY ASSESSMENTS

WATERBODY SPATIAL TEMPORAL
TYPE

See applicable water quality standards in 6 NYCRR Chapter X (Part
Ponded Deep Hole or Centroid  703)

See NYSDEC standard operating procedure: Collection of Lake
Water Quality Samples

See applicable water quality standards in 6 NYCRR Chapter X (Part
Flowing Most downstream point  703)
in segment
See standard operating procedure: Collection of Stream Water
Quality Samples for the Rotating Integrated Basin Studies Program
as part of the Statewide Ambient Water Quality Monitoring Strategy.

See NYSDEC standard operating procedure: Biological Monitoring
of Surface Waters in NYS.
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DATA SOLICITATION
PROCESS




TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

August 27, 2025: Data Solicitation Period opens

October 28, 2025: All external data and information
submitted per instructions by October 28, 2025.

November 2025 — December 2025: Water Quality Data
and information are evaluated in accordance with the
NYSDEC Consolidated Assessment and Listing

Methodology for use in updating waterbody
assessments.

Winter 2026: Draft Section 303(d) List is made
available for public review and comment.

Spring 2026: Final Section 303(d) list is submitted to
USEPA.

Photo by Candace Schermerhorn
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STEP 1. GATHER WATER QUALITY MONITORING DATA AND

INFORMATION

O Quality Assurance Project Plan

L Data Usability Assessment Report

O Verify Water Quality Data:
Water Quality Standards

Analyzed by a NYSDOH accredited
environmental lab (ELAP)

Less than 10 years old

Accurate, complete, comparable, and
representative

Resources for this step:
= NYSDEC Quality Assurance Webpage

» NYSDEC Standard Operating Procedures
(found on NYSDEC Quality Assurance
Webpage)

NYS Department of Health Website - ELAP
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https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/assurance
https://www.wadsworth.org/regulatory/elap

STEP 2. COMPLETE THE DATA SUBMITTAL TEMPLATE

The purpose of the Data Submittal Template is

to support consistent data transfer and

accurate assessment of water quality data

submitted. Required data and iNformation  sanmieseeesseseme noves oo o rosonmer e
include:

o Waterbody name and segment ID

o Water quality sample information such as
location, collection time, and collection
method

Environmental laboratory methods

Resources for this step:

Accessing Waterbody Inventory/ Priority
Waterbody List on DECinfo Locator
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https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fextapps.dec.ny.gov%2Ffs%2Fprojects%2Fdatasolicitation%2F2025%2520NYSDEC%2520Submittal%2520Template.xls.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/waterbodydecinfolocatorinst.pdf
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/waterbodydecinfolocatorinst.pdf

STEP 3. COMPLETE THE DATA SOLICITATION FORM

The purpose of the Data Solicitation Form is to
collect required information from data providers
to ensure accuracy in data that are used to
support water quality assessment
determinations.

Access the form via:

0 QAPP, DUAR, Data Solicitation Template NYSDEC Assessment \Webpage — under
“Data Solicitation”

0 Complete the Data Solicitation Form
O The Data Solicitation Form and NYSDEC ENB Announcement

accompanying attachments must be MakingWaves
submitted to NYSDEC by October 28, 2025.

NYSDEC will not consider any

data/information submitted after October 28,

2025.
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https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/2c0693324d1c43b2a716b3f47fe67e4c
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/waterbodies/watersheds/management/assessment
https://dec.ny.gov/news/environmental-notice-bulletin/2025-09-10/public-notice/statewide-data-solicitation-for-the-2026-integrated-report-on-new-york-state-water-quality

FACTSHEET ON THE 2025 DATA SOLICITATION PROCESS

NYSDEC has issued a one-page factsheet that
provides a summary of the Data Solicitation

Submittal Requirements.

Data Provider Contact Information
QAPP

ELAP Certified Lab

DUAR

Date and Time of Sampling
Sampling location coordinates

Waterbody Name and Segment ID
Parameter Measured

This factsheet should serve as a reference
when you're preparing your data for submittal.

Use the submission checklist to ensure you've
met all the requirements of usable data.

Units of Measurement
Data formatted with Data
Submission Template

Submitted via the 2025 Data
Solicitation Fomm

O OO000dddooodd

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION



https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/datasolicitation25.pdf

WHAT NYSDEC DOES WITH YOUR DATA

« Data that meets the requirements outlined in this presentation will be used to inform waterbody
assessments in the 2024/2026 Integrated Report

« Data may also be used for other DEC programs, such as:

Water Quality Standard Development
TMDL Modeling and Development
Further Investigation by DEC
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NEXT STEPS

« Submit water quality data by October 28, 2025

« NYSDEC evaluate all data for use in updated waterbody assessment information

« Draft 2024/2026 Clean Water Act Section 303(d) List expected to be made
available for public comment in Winter 2026.
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RESOURCES

CALM (https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/water pdf/calm.pdf)

Water Quality Assurance (htips://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-
quality/assurance)

DECinfo Locator (www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/109457.html)

Water Quality Monitoring (https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-

quality/monitoring)

Data Submittal Template

Accessing Waterbody Inventory/ Priority Waterbody List on DECinfo Locator
2025 Data Solicitation Form
2025 Data Solicitation Factsheet
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https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/calmmay2021.pdf
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/calm.pdf
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/assurance
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/assurance
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/assurance
https://gisservices.dec.ny.gov/gis/dil/
http://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/109457.html
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/monitoring/monitoring-program-design
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/monitoring
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/monitoring
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fextapps.dec.ny.gov%2Ffs%2Fprojects%2Fdatasolicitation%2F2025%2520NYSDEC%2520Submittal%2520Template.xls.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/waterbodydecinfolocatorinst.pdf
https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys/2c0693324d1c43b2a716b3f47fe67e4c/design
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/datasolicitation25.pdf
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Thank you!

Additional Questions Contact: 4pwlinfo@dec.ny.qov
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