
 
 

2022 DEC Funding for Food Scraps Recycling Initiatives 

The goal of this funding program was to assist municipalities in starting or expanding municipal 

food scraps recycling programs. To ensure equitable access and development of food scraps 

recycling opportunities for all New Yorkers, one million was prioritized to serving Environmental 

Justice and Disadvantaged communities. $2,856,783.27 was awarded to 23 municipalities. 

City of Albany 
$200,000.00 

An expansion of the pre-existing initiative providing food waste diversion and composting 

opportunities for residents. This will include the development and implementation of a free 

curbside collection pilot program for food scraps exclusively to residents of environmental 

justice communities. Purchases for this project include the purchase of smart collection bins 

installed in high traffic commercial and residential areas to increase participation in the food 

scraps drop-off program, funds to improve the pre-existing backyard composting and funding to 

non-profit organizations managing the current drop-off sites, to help with upkeep. 

 

Town of Amherst 
$150,000.00 
The purchase of a food scraps collection vehicle for community events and a pilot curbside pick-
up program for food scraps and funding for the expansion and improvement of the Town’s food 
scraps compost site. The project will allow for more material to be accepted and therefore 
making more compost available for residents. 
 
Town of Bethlehem 
$151,296.75 
The expansion of the Town’s new aerated static pile food scraps composting operations with 
funding for additional staff and increasing hours of operation. This project will support the 
training of operators and facility managers as well as support the purchase of a truck scale to 
accurately track food scraps and billing for recycling.  
 
City of Buffalo 
$200,000.00 

The expansion of the City’s pilot food scraps curbside pick-up program, Scrap It! Food Drop Off 

Program, to all nine Council Districts in the City with the ability to include up to 2,000 Buffalo city 

households. The City will utilize a private contractor for the collection and processing of food 

scraps. 

  



Clinton County Health Department (CCHD) 
$200,000.00 
CCHD’s project will focus on increasing opportunities for food scraps recycling in Clinton County 
by supporting the Clinton County Landfill’s centralized composting system. This includes the 
addition of drop-off sites, recruitment of more haulers and pilot programs to increase 
accessibility to tools/resources for community level food scraps recycling. The project will also 
include the delivery of a multi-faceted consumer education campaign to address the knowledge 
gaps related to food scraps recycling. The department will also provide food waste recycling 
technical assistance to local businesses generating wasted food. 
 
Columbia County Solid Waste 
$89,000.00 

The expansion of their pilot food scrap program by purchasing the Ecorich Composter, auto 
loader and grinder along with a pick-up truck to assist in the processing of materials. The 
equipment will allow for the collection of a higher volume and reduce the material being taken to 
the landfill, while transitioning out of the pilot phase of the project. 
 
Town of Geneva 
$51,500.00 
The implementation of a free curbside pick-up of food scraps in disadvantaged community 
zones. Outreach for the project will be conducted by BluePrint Geneva, a grassroots 
organization for environmental justice. Restaurants will also be eligible to participate and be 
provided with education on composting, food waste prevention and food recovery efforts.  
 
Greene County 
$123,750.00 
The expansion of their residential food scraps drop-off pilot program by adding a larger in-vessel 
composter model (a capacity of 2000 Ibs/day) at the Catskill Transfer Station and relocating the 
existing in-vessel composter to another County-owned transfer station to allow more 
participants in the program.  
 
Lewis County Department of Planning 
$34,720.00 
The implementation of a year-long food scraps collection pilot program for residents and 
municipal buildings to pursue NYS Climate Communities bronze certification.  
 
Town of Liberty  
$200,000.00  
To expand and fill in financial gaps for growingSOUL (Sustainable Opportunities for Universal 
Learning) offices and the HORSE (High-solids Organic-waste Recycling System with Electrical 
Output) anaerobic digester. This includes costs associated with the HORSE equipment, a paid 
trained operator position, and work in the education and outreach space for food scraps 
recycling. 
 
Town of Mamaroneck 
$64,000.00 
The replacement of a refuse truck and cart tipper device used to transport food scraps to allow 
for more frequently and reliable transport, ultimately increasing food scraps recycling in the 
community.  

  



 
Town of Minerva 
$86,212.00 
The purchase of a 4x20 drum composter that will be used to begin processing food scraps from 
the community into compost. Food scraps collection bins will be given to residents, businesses 
and other local entities to drop off food scraps. The Town will lead efforts to increase awareness 
about the benefits of diverting food scraps from landfills.  
 
County of Monroe 
$18,750.00 
The County will pilot three food scraps collection projects. This includes providing no-cost 
countertop food scrap collection bins to 500 pilot program participants, through a partnership 
with the Town of Pittsford, working with the Monroe County Jail and Monroe Community 
Hospital staff to collect pre-consumer food scraps from kitchens. A contracted hauler will pick up 
food scraps collected by all three programs.  
 
Village of Montour Falls 
$168,426.00 
On behalf of the Village, the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schuyler County will continue to 
provide nutritional and cooking education to community members to help reduce food insecurity 
and clean the municipal waste stream.  An increase in community food scraps recycling by 
providing compost collection stations throughout the Village as well as increasing the number of 
drop-off locations. The Village will conduct a feasibility study to determine the benefits, 
opportunities, constraints and logistics of constructing and operating a municipal composting 
facility in Montour Falls. 
 
Town of New Paltz 
$200,000.00 
The improvement of the existing composting program to expand services for residents and 
increase the volume of compost needed to keep up with demand. The town will build an aerated 
bay composting system to be able to produce compost in a smaller footprint, increasing the 
amount of food scraps they process and reaching out to businesses, schools and organizations 
looking to compost food scraps. 
 

New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) 
$195,218.00 
The expansion of NYCHA’s community organics drop-off program and processing sites for 
public housing residents by building and maintaining a 3-bin compost system at two locations in 
environmental justice communities of Upper Manhattan and the South Bronx. The program will 
also hire two full-time staff members to supervise community drop-off hours at each site, 
maintain the compost bins and educate the residents.   
 

Village of Rhinebeck 
$200,000.00 
The construction and design of a municipal aerated static pile compost facility, coupled with a 
facilitated food scraps drop-off system for residents, commercial businesses, and community 
partners within the Village.  
  



 

Riverhead Town Community Development Agency  
$16,139.00 
The expansion of residential and commercial food scraps curbside pick-up and on-farm drop-off 
spots for food scraps, as well as the hiring of a part time employee to support the effort.  
 
Village of Rye Brook 
$22,425.00 
The initiation of a pilot program in collaboration with Food Cycle Science to utilize and distribute 
Food Compost Kits, which includes FoodCycler units, to residents. Participants of the pilot 
program will track their diversion efforts and learn about the benefits of repurposing the 
byproduct.  
 

Town of Seneca Falls 
$18,646.50 
The increase of residential food scrap recycling participation by providing educational material 
and workshops for residents, business owners and students, and the implementation of a 
residential curbside organic recycling pick-up service.  
 
Tompkins County 
$149,236.99 
The launch of a pilot food scraps curbside collection program, where residents who opt in are 
provided with a toolkit, curbside cart, kitchen caddy, compostable liners and educational 
materials on how to participate. The goal of this project is to expand services to Environmental 
Justice areas within the City of Ithaca. 
 
Town of Tusten  
$200,000.00  
Following the success in the Town of Liberty, this project includes the relocation of the HORSE 
(High solids Organic waste Recycling System with Electrical output) equipment, a paid trained 
operator position, and work in the education and outreach space for food scraps recycling. 
 
Westchester County Department of Environmental Facilities 
$117,463.03 
To increase residential participation in the pre-existing food scrap collection program, 
particularly in Potential Environmental Justice Area communities, by increasing awareness with 
educational resources and marketing. To enhance the CompostED education program for youth 
groups by creating youth-specific programs, activities and interactive tours. 
 
 


