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Public Use and Getting Involved

Assessing Public Use. Under a Volunteer Stewardship Agreement with DEC, the non-profit
organization Adirondack Rail Trail Association (ARTA) has been collecting monthly trail
counter data since July 2024 using two trail counters.

Click to learn more about DEC’s 34-mile Adirondack Rail Colby passes Trail Counter 1 at the start of their

H hike. Counter tracks this as “ONE PASS”
Trail.

DEC’s Trail Counters

These trail counters count “one pass” each time the beam is 'A‘

]
broken. The devices can track passes regardless of the mode of |
. : L r~\]! o
travel. Snowmobilers, walkers, cyclists, and other recreationists are H
all counted when the beam emitting from the device is interrupted. CTraitl
EVO Device

Two Wooden Post People Counter devices are deployed

year-round along the Lake Placid to Saranac Lake portion of the

trail. A third counter device was installed in October 2025, closer to RrcAemtiiuimilionividisdul
Tupper Lake. Those numbers will be added to this document soon.

These devices do not track individual data, faces, or mode of travel.

They simply count “one” for each time the beam is broken. One user going by the device twice results
in two recorded passes

2025 Trail Counter Numbers

2025 Jan. Feb. | March | April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov.

Lake
Placid
Trail
Counter

2,167 | 3,120 | 1,478 | 2,156 | 3,786 6,795 16,127 | 16,509 | 13,213 6,877 1,143

Saranac
Lake
Trail

Counter

3,796 | 5970 | 3,333 | 5,317 | 7,242 12,039 | 10,526 | 13,277 | 9,277 9,568 2,264

Total 5,963 | 9,090 | 4,811 7,473 | 11,028 | 18,834 | 26,653 | 29,786 | 22,490 | 16,445 3,407

2024 Trail Counter Numbers

2024 July August @ September October | November | December

Lake
Placid
Trail
Counter

6,120 10,466 8,831 5,811 1,762 1,687

Saranac
Lake Trail 14,111 14,962 12,658 8,691 4,074 2,795
Counter

Total 20,231 25,428 21,489 14,502 5,836 4,482

For more information, or to sign up for email updates from NYSDEC, visit dec.ny.gov


https://dec.ny.gov/regulatory/guidance-and-policy-documents/volunteer-stewardship-agreements-vsa-policy
https://dec.ny.gov/places/adirondack-rail-trail
https://dec.ny.gov/places/adirondack-rail-trail

What can we learn from these numbers? These numbers can offer reasonable assumptions or conclusions
about the use of the trail.

e The busiest times of year are clear — July, August, and September in both 2024 and 2025 show the
highest trail counts by far

¢ Higher Use Areas — the location of the Saranac Lake trail counter counted overall higher use than the
Lake Placid trail counter location

e Trends in increasing use — regardless of the two trail counter locations, trail counts were much higher in
2025

What influences these numbers? Trail counter numbers — and this fact sheet —
tell us only part of the story.

o Multiple access points - with dozens of access points for the trail,
including on private property, users can be on the trail without ever being The Adirondack Rail Trail has
counted. quickly become a significant

) . . regional resource for

« Data collected — the device counts a pass every time the beam is broken. recreationists getting

People are counted based on when the device’s beam is broken. Some outdoors.

users pass a counter once; others may pass a counter 3 or more times in
one day (i.e., locals using the trail to commute to/from work, access
amenities, etc.); while others may use the trail daily but never pass a
device.

e The number of and location of the counters - Current numbers only show passes in on the portion of
trail from Lake Placid to Saranac Lake. DEC expects to eventually deploy additional trail counters,
including in the newest section between Floodwood Road and Tupper Lake.

Get Involved. DEC partners with the Adirondack Rail Trail Association and New York State
Snowmobilers Associations through Volunteer Service Agreements. These are formal
agreements that permit partners to conduct certain activities on state land.

Connect!

Adirondack Rail Trail Association (ARTA) - adirondackrailtrail.org
ARTA partners with DEC to address trail maintenance and amenities along the 34-miles of trail.

New York State Snowmobilers Association (NYSSA) - nysnowmobiler.com
NYSSA partners with DEC to address winter trail maintenance, including trail work, safety, and grooming for
snowmobilers.

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation — Region 5

1115 NY-86, Ray Brook, NY 12977
w: (518) 897-1200 | Info.R5@dec.ny.gov

dec.ny.gov | @NYSDEC on Social Media | Podcast
dec.ny.gov/places/adirondack-rail-trail
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https://www.adirondackrailtrail.org/
https://nysnowmobiler.com/
mailto:Info.R5@dec.ny.gov
https://www.dec.ny.gov/
https://dec.ny.gov/news/podcast
https://dec.ny.gov/places/adirondack-rail-trail
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