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1. Introduction

A conservation easement on lands
owned in fee by Chazy Resource
Management, Inc. (Conservation
Easement) was purchased by the
People of the State of New York from
Open Space Institute Land Trust, Inc.
The Conservation Easement
preserves the former Delaware and
Hudson (D&H) Railroad property, and
two adjacent tracts totaling
approximately 1,614-acres as a
privately-owned sustainable working
forest, protects natural resources, and
allow for specific public recreation
opportunities. The Conservation
Easement deed is filed with the
Clinton County Clerk’s Office.

The Conservation Easement grants
New York State a legal interest in the
property and sets forth terms,
restrictions, and rights of both the
Landowner and the State with respect
to use and management of the
property. The State owns the
development rights on Parcels A and
B as well as specific recreation rights
on Parcels A, B and C along the
linear recreation corridors. The
current landowner, Chazy Resource
Management, Inc (Landowner)
retains all other rights.

PLAN AT-A-GLANCE

Property Details
Name ..Chazy Resource Management

County ..ooovvviiiiiiiiiiiiii Clinton
Town........... Dannemora and Saranac
ACIES....ooveiieeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeee, 1,615
Landowner ............... Chazy Resource

Management Inc
CE owner-........ New York State (DEC)

Description

Topography.........cc.c........ Mostly Level
Vegetation cover type............ Wooded
Vegetation.. Northern hardwood forest
Trails cooeeeeeeeeee e, yes

Public Access Details

Public access allowed ..non-motorized
and motorized uses including hiking,
snowshoeing, biking, e-biking, cross
country skiing, snowmobiling, ATVing

Public access amount ................... yes
Parking availability ........................ yes
Season.......ccccveveveiieieennnn. year round

Prohibited USES .......ovvvveiiiiiieieenn
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A. Purpose of the Interim Recreation
Management Plan

This Interim Recreation Management Plan (IRMP) is intended to guide the initial
designation of recreational facilities for public use on the Chazy Resource Conservation
Easement Property (Property). It incorporates some of the rights, privileges and
obligations provided for in the Conservation Easement and if the State determines at a
later date, public recreation could be further evaluated in a Recreation Management
Plan and may be appropriately expanded, reduced, or revised. Before plan
implementation, the IRMP shall be reviewed and approved by Chazy Resource
Management, Inc.

Public recreation rights granted in the Conservation Easement but not included in this

IRMP are not permissible unless approved at a later date in an adopted Recreation
Management Plan.

Chazy Resource Management Inc. D&H Railroad Corridor Tract Conservation Easement
Interim Recreation Management Plan
4



Il. Setting
A. Property Description

The Conservation Easement encumbers approximately 1,413 acres which on Parcel A,
a 99-feet-wide by approximately 16-miles-long railroad grade of the former Delaware &
Hudson Railway which makes up Parcel B, and approximately 2.7 acres adjacent to the
site of the former Lyon Mountain Railroad Station which makes up Parcel C. Parcel B
and C are the only parcels with recreational access outlined in this Interim Recreation
Management Plan (IRMP), which totals approximately 195 acres. See maps in
Appendix A.
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B. Location and Access

The lands subject to this IRMP are bordered by many privately-owned parcels of
varying sizes and uses. as well as state-owned lands. The Lyon Mountain Tract (Chazy
Highlands Wild Forest) and the Chazy Highlands State Forest adjoin significant portions
of Parcel B as it winds through forested, agricultural and residential areas between the
Village of Dannemora and the Hamlet of Lyon Mountain.

The Property is currently accessed by a variety of major roads and town roads with the
closest major road being NYS Route 374 which adjoins portions of the ownership. The
local roads that provide access to the Property include Lowenburg Road, Mountain
Road, Standish Road, School Hill Street, Hugh Herron Road, Chazy Lake Road, 37
Road, Station Road, Hall Street, D&H Road, Nashville Road and Pickett’s Corners
Road. In addition, the corridor which comprises the entirety of Parcel B and a significant
portion of Parcel C is a former railroad.

See the map in Appendix A.1, Topography and Features.

C. Natural Resources

Terrain/Topography

The Property lies with the Western Adirondack Foothills Ecozone in the northeastern
corner of the Adirondack Park. General elevations in the ecozone range from 500 to
3,000 feet with an average of around 1,500 feet. Although the railroad grade rises in
elevation approximately 550 feet on its ascent from Dannemora to Lyon Mountain, few
steep slopes exist along the long axis of the corridor due to bench cutting and other
engineering practices that were commonplace in the late 1800’s when the line was
constructed. Parcel C has gentle slopes and includes a recently constructed trail. The
terrain on Parcel A is varied ranging from low wetland areas to two hills in excess of
2,000 feet, including Topknot Mountain. The following USGS topographic quadrangle
maps cover the Property: Ellenburg Center, Ellenburg Mountain, Lyon Mountain, and
Dannemora.

Water Resources

Much of the Property is within the Lake Champlain/Great Chazy River/Saranac River
drainage basin in close proximity to Chazy Lake, a class AA (T) surface water.
Numerous protected streams and their tributaries originate within, or cross through the
CRMI ownership, including Deep Inlet Brook, Smithkill Brook, and South Inlet Brook;
these streams are connected hydrologically with Chazy Lake and are classified as
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AA(T) streams. In the eastern reaches of the ownership, along the former Delaware and
Hudson Railroad Grade just west of the Village of Dannemora, numerous tributaries of
Behan Brook (Class C(T)) traverse the ownership. Parcel C, in the western reaches of
the ownership, is traversed by Separator Brook, a Class D stream which drains into
Upper Chateaugay Lake and the St. Lawrence River watershed.

Vegetation

Since the Property covers a large area, there are a variety of plant species located on
the Property which are typical for the surrounding region. The forests of the Property are
predominantly in the northern hardwood type (96%), with mixedwood and softwood
stands rounding out the tree species composition. In addition, according to the New
York Natural Heritage Program, the entire Property is located within the Western
Adirondack Foothills ecozone with no known occurrences of rare, threatened, or
endangered species present on the Property.

Wildlife

Typical mammals of various sizes that are known to occur in the Adirondacks inhabit or
pass through the Property. A few examples of these known species include white tailed
deer, black bear, coyote, raccoon, red fox, gray fox, bobcat, fisher, river otter, mink,
striped skunk, long-tailed weasel, short-tailed weasel, beaver, muskrat, porcupine, and
snowshoe hare. There are no known occurrences of threatened, endangered, or special
concern mammals on the Property.

Invasive Species

As global trade and travel have increased, so has the introduction of non-native
species. Many of these non-native species do not have adverse effects on the areas in
which they are introduced, however, some become invasive in their new ranges,
disrupting ecosystem function, and reducing biodiversity therefore degrading natural
areas. Invasive species have been identified as one of the greatest threats to
biodiversity, second only to habitat loss. Invasive species can damage native habitats
by altering hydrology, fire frequency, soil fertility, and other ecosystem processes.

The Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program (APIPP) is a reliable source of information
regarding invasive species, and one of eight Partnerships for Regional Invasive Species
Management (PRISMs). PRISMs are collaborations between the NYS DEC, resource
managers, non-governmental organizations, industry, resource users, citizens, and
other state agencies and stakeholders to combat invasive species and provide invasive
species habitat and occurrence data using iMaplnvasives. The Property is located
within the APIPP PRISM. While New York iMap Invasives does not list any invasive
species on the Property, that does not mean that they do not exist. There are several
species identified nearby, generally on road corridors. Because roads and vehicles are
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the most common means to spread invasive species, actions must be taken to impart
the importance of prevention to the public and to react quickly to new infestations.

Existing Invasive Species in the immediate vicinity

Invasive Species Scientific Name | Type

Common Reed Phragmites Terrestrial Plant
australis

Japanese Knotweed | Reynoutria Terrestrial Plant
Japonioca var.
Jjaponica

Eurasian Water- Myriophyllum Aquatic Plant

milfoil spicatum

Emerald Ash borer | Agrilus Insect
planipennis

Purple Loostrife Lythrum salicaria | Terrestrial Plant

Chazy Resource Management Inc. D&H Railroad Corridor Tract Conservation Easement
Interim Recreation Management Plan
8



l1l. Public Use Administration
and Management

A. Proposed Recreation Management Actions

Under the terms of the Conservation Easement, public recreational use on the Property
is restricted to the linear recreation corridors within Parcels B and C, and designated
parking areas.

The State owns the right to allow public ATV use on this Easement. Prior to the State
purchasing this easement, an ATV club managed ATV use on these tracts, collecting
dues and performing maintenance. The State cannot manage an ATV club or collect
dues and access to the recreation on this property will not be contingent on club
membership or require a fee. Club participation in maintenance on this Easement will
require a volunteer stewardship agreement (VSA).

The State will allow ATV use only in the manner and locations outlined in the section on
motorized public use, below, pending further review of any impacts associated with
such use and the development of a full Recreation Management Plan (RMP). The RMP
will need to solicit public input on this activity. Potential impacts of concern that could
result from public ATV use include, but are not limited to, natural resource damage,
State maintenance and enforcement resources, and trespassing on State or private
lands.

With all allowed recreational uses, the DEC will take action to mitigate impacts should
any arise from public use on the Property. These mitigation measures may include
public outreach and education, increased enforcement, and ultimately suspension or
withdrawal of any uses that continue to lead to impacts.

See the maps in Appendix A.2 and A.3, Non-motorized and Snowmobile Trail Public
Access.

Non-Motorized Use

Biking, Hiking, Snowshoeing, and Cross-Country Skiing

Discussion
The Conservation Easement terms for this Property allow for non-motorized public
access and certain non-motorized public recreational uses. This IRMP allows for
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biking, hiking, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. The public is allowed access
to and over Parcels B and C by non-motorized use. Non-motorized uses are not
allowed on Parcel A.

Management Actions

The railroad grade corridor between the villages of Dannemora and Lyon Mountain,
and the 20-foot-wide linear recreation corridor which passes through Parcel C, will
be opened to public hiking, bicycling, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, mountain
biking, nature study, horseback riding, and the use of horses for transportation of
supplies upon completion of this plan. Public non-motorized use is not allowed
outside of these recreational corridors.

Fishing, Hunting and Trapping Prohibited

Fishing, hunting, and trapping by the public is prohibited.

Motorized Public Use

Snowmobile and ATV Use

Discussion

Parcel A. This parcel lies adjacent to the railroad grade and includes roads and
trails that are used administratively, but there is no public access beyond the railroad
grade at this time. See Appendix A-2, Public Access — Parcel A

Parcel B. The public is allowed access to and over Parcel B by Class 1 and 2 e-bike,
snowmobile, and ATV on the designated linear recreation corridor.

Parcel C. The public is allowed access to and over Parcel C by Class 1 and 2 e-bike,
snowmobile, and ATV on the designated linear recreation corridor.

See Appendix A-3, Public Access — Parcels B and C

Parcel B, the railroad grade linear recreation corridor has been open for public
snowmobile use for many years. Additionally, prior to State acquisition of the
conservation easement, the entirety of Parcel B was open to ATV use under a
private lease agreement with the Outback Riders ATV club.
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Management Actions

This IRMP allows continued public snowmobile use to occur along the railroad grade
described as Parcel B, and the Linear Recreation Corridor described as Parcel C
consistent with current use of these corridors.

Additionally, this IRMP will open Parcel B, the railroad grade linear recreation
corridor, and Parcel C to public ATV and e-bike use in a manner comparable with
the pre-existing privately leased ATV access rights.

Motor bikes, other than Class 1 and 2 e-bikes as outlined above, are prohibited
anywhere on the Property.

All motorized use described herein includes the allowance for maintenance,
improvement, repair, and grooming of the existing trails, all of which will be outlined
in other agreements and work plans. Trail maintenance standards shall conform to
such manuals and guidelines produced by the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation, and Historic Preservation, or an equivalent State agency, and in general
use by the agency at the time in question.

Parking

Discussion

The only public parking location on the Property at this time is located at the junction
of Parcels B and C (See map A-3). It is currently an informal parking lot but will be
improved for official use. This IRMP does not identify other public parking areas at
this time but will assess the level of use and, if warranted, evaluate appropriate
locations for future parking areas. If DEC determines new parking areas are needed,
these improvements will require approval through a full RMP. All parking areas will
be designed to accommodate no more than ten motor vehicles with attached trailers.

Management Actions

This Interim Recreation Management Plan allows for the formalization and
improvement of the designated public parking area as shown in Exhibit 2 of the
Conservation Easement. The approximate location of this parking area is on Parcel
C - adjacent to the side of School Hill Street, as shown in the map in Appendix A-3.
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Appendices

A. Maps
1. Topography and Features

2. Public Access - Parcel A

3. Public Access - Parcels B and C

B. Bicycles with Electric Assist (e-bike)
and E-Bike Class Definition

C. IRMP Review Declaration
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Appendix A-1 Topography and Features
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Appendix A-2 Public Access - Parcel A
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Appendix A-3 Public Access - Parcels B and C
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Appendix B. Bicycles with Electric Assist (e-bike) and E-

Bike Class Definition

Bicycle with an electric assist (e-bike):

Multiple classes of bicycles with an electric motor and operable pedals. It is
defined as: A bicycle that is no more than thirty-six inches wide and has an
electric motor of less than seven hundred fifty watts, equipped with operable
pedals, meeting the equipment and manufacturing requirements for bicycles
adopted by the Consumer Product Safety Commission under 16 C.F.R. Part
1512.1 et seq. and meeting the requirements of one of the following three
classes:

@)

(a) "Class one bicycle with electric assist." A bicycle with electric assist
having an electric motor that provides assistance only when the person
operating such bicycle is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance
when such bicycle reaches a speed of twenty miles per hour.

(b) "Class two bicycle with electric assist." A bicycle with electric assist
having an electric motor that may be used exclusively [such as having a
“throttle” lever] to propel such bicycle, and that is not capable of providing
assistance when such bicycle reaches a speed of twenty miles per hour.
(c) "Class three bicycle with electric assist." Solely within a city having a
population of one million or more, a bicycle with electric assist having an
electric motor that may be used exclusively to propel such bicycle, and
that is not capable of providing assistance when such bicycle reaches a
speed of twenty-five miles per hour.

(d) If the bicycle does not meet any of the three classes defined above, it
is prohibited on any lands, roads, or trails in DEC jurisdiction.

(Derived from Source: https://dmv.ny.gov/registration/electric-scooters-and-
bicycles-and-other-unregistered-vehicles)
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Appendix C. Review Declaration

The NYSDEC has responsibility for managing public access and recreation on
the Chazy Resource Management Incorporated, D&H railroad Corridor Tract
conservation easement. The Parties agree that this Interim Recreation
Management Plan is consistent with the terms, conditions, and purposes of the
conservation easement and reviewed/approved for implementing the public
recreation program on the Chazy Resource Management Incorporated, D&H
railroad Corridor Tract conservation easement.

This IRMP has been reviewed and approved by the Property Owner or designee:

)/Ve e &7& 09/29/2025

Deborah Boyce, Treasurer Date
Boeselager Forestry, Inc &
Chazy Resource Management, Inc

This IRMP has been reviewed and approved by the NYSDEC:

Frona Watt 10/10/2024

Fiona Watt, Director Date
Division of Lands and Forests
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