
 

 

 

480-a Forest Tax Law Template   
Landowners Information 

Landowners Name:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

Responsible Party: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Mailing Address: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Phone Number: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Email Address: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Property Address (if different than mailing address): Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Consultant Forester Information 

Name: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Address: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Phone Number: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Email Address: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared for:  Prepared by:  
Click or tap here to enter text.  Click or tap here to enter text.  

Landowner’s Signature Date: Consultant Signature Date: 
 Click or tap to 

enter a date. 
 Click or tap 

to enter a 
date. 

Approved by:  

         

  

Enter Certificate 
Number 



 
 

  

 

General Property Location and Description 

Click or tap here to enter text.  Provide a brief narrative about the property. 

 

Landowner Goals & Objectives  

Click or tap here to enter text.  Briefly describe the landowner’s goals and objectives for the property   

 

Forest Products to be Continually Produced  

Click or tap here to enter text.  Provide a narrative of the merchantable forest crops to be continually produced 

 

Compatible & Supportive Uses 

Click or tap here to enter text. Give a description of any compatible or supportive uses the landowner may desire 

 

Forest Management History 

Click or tap here to enter text. Describe any previous forest management activity that’s been completed on the 
property, specifically in the last 3 years. 

 

Rare, Threatened and/or Endangered Species-Environmental Resource Mapper (ny.gov) 

Click or tap here to enter text.  Please review the DEC’s Environmental Resource Mapper 

 

*Archaeological Cultural & Historic Resources-Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS) (ny.gov) 

Click or tap here to enter text. Please review the New York State Cultural Resource Information System. *Optional unless 
writing a plan to align with Forest Stewardship Standards.  

 

 

*Protected Streams or Wetlands-Environmental Resource Mapper (ny.gov) 

Click or tap here to enter text.  Please review the DEC’s Environmental Resource Mapper. *Optional unless writing a plan 
to align with Forest Stewardship Standards.  

https://gisservices.dec.ny.gov/gis/erm/
https://cris.parks.ny.gov/
https://gisservices.dec.ny.gov/gis/erm/


 
 

 

*Soils Web Soil Survey - Home (usda.gov) 

Click or tap here to enter text.  Describe the soils on the property.  A soils map should be provided also. *Optional unless 
writing a plan to align with Forest Stewardship Standards.  

 

*Forest Health, Invasives, and/or Interfering Vegetation 

Click or tap here to enter text.  Discuss any forest health, invasive, and/or interfering vegetation on the property.  
Explain how these issues can be addressed.  *Optional unless writing a plan to align with Forest Stewardship Standards. 

 

*Forest Regeneration 

Click or tap here to enter text. Discuss forest regeneration that is currently on the property or steps that can be taken to 
improve forest regeneration. *Optional unless writing a plan to align with Forest Stewardship Standards.  

 

*Wildlife 

Click or tap here to enter text.  Explain what wildlife opportunities may be present on the property along with any 
wildlife management that may be completed on the property.  *Optional unless writing a plan to align with Forest 
Stewardship Standards.  

 

*Carbon Sequestration & Climate Resilience 

Click or tap here to enter text. Provide a narrative discussing carbon sequestration and how it may relate to the 
property. *Optional unless writing a plan to align with Forest Stewardship Standards.   

 

*Conservation-based Estate / Legacy Planning 

Click or tap here to enter text. Provide a narrative discussing estate/legacy planning. *Optional unless writing a plan to 
align with Forest Stewardship Standards.  

 

*Recreation  

Click or tap here to enter text. Give a narrative discussing recreation opportunities on the property.  *Optional unless 
writing a plan to align with Forest Stewardship Standards. 

 

 

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/


 
*Aesthetic Quality & Desired Timber Species 

Click or tap here to enter text.  Discuss aesthetics on the property along with desired timber species. *Optional unless 
writing a plan to align with Forest Stewardship Standards.  

 

 

*Agroforestry 

Click or tap here to enter text. Explain what possible agroforestry crops may be produced on the property.  *Optional 
unless writing a plan to align with Forest Stewardship Standards. 

 

*Forests of Recognized Importance (FORI)- Forests of Recognized Importance (treefarmsystem.org) 

Click or tap here to enter text. Discuss if any Forests of Recognized Importance are on the property.  *Optional, unless 
the plan is desired to align with American Tree Farm Standards 

 

 

Forests of Recognized Importance represent significant large landscape areas of exceptional ecological, social, cultural or biological 
values. 
Forests of Recognized Importance may include landscapes with exceptionally high concentrations of one or more of the following: 

• protected, rare, sensitive or representative forest ecosystems such as riparian areas and wetland biotopes 
• areas containing endemic species and critical habitats of multiple threatened or endangered plant and animal species, as 

identified under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) or other recognized listings 
• recognized large ‐ scale cultural or archeological sites including sites of human habitation, cities, burial grounds and in 

situ artifacts 
• areas containing identified and protected water resources upon which large metropolitan populations are dependent 
• areas containing identified unique or geologic features including geysers, waterfalls, lava beds, caves or craters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.treefarmsystem.org/forests-of-recognized-importance#:%7E:text=Forests%20of%20Recognized%20Importance%20may%20include%20landscapes%20with,Act%20%28ESA%29%20or%20other%20recognized%20listings%20More%20items
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/fori


 

 

81-06-5 (8/22) New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Certificate Number 

 
CERTICATE OF APPROVAL 

☐Original ☐ 10-Year Update ☐ Amendment 

 

Original Certificate Date 

 

Owner: 

Mailing Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Telephone Home: Office: 

County 1: Choose an item.  County 2(if needed): Choose an item.  County 3(if needed):  Choose an item. 

Town(s): 

Municipal Code ID Code Roll Year Certified Eligible Acreage: 

Roll ID: Ineligible Acreage: 

Tax Map Number: Fully Assessed Committed Acreage: 

Deed (Liber/Page): Date Ending: 

 Eligible Non-Committed Acreage: 
This is to certify that, pursuant to Section 480-a of the Real Property Tax Law, the eligible tract described 
above has been approved for certification by the Department of Environmental Conservation conditioned 

upon compliance with the work schedule below. 
1st 10 yr. Work Window. Example 2023-2033 2nd 10 yr. Work Window. Example 2034-2043 

Choose an item.  

Choose an item.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Approved by Regional Forester: Date: 

 




