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Fall FWMB Meeting

Virtual — Online Meeting
October 28, 2025

Gary Muthig called the meeting to order at 9:00am

Roll call by region
Region 1: inactive, not present
Region 2: inactive, not present
Region 3: Dan Aitchison (chair), Gary Muthig (landowner), Anthony Pittore (sportsman)
Region 4: Lawrence DiDonato (chair)
Region 5: Rick Vladyka (vice-chair)
Region 6: Alvin Montana (sportsman), Linda Sicley (landowner alt)
Region 7: not present
Region 8: David Sauter (landowner), Tom Grasek (sportsman), Jim DeMay (sportsman alt)
Region 9: Dan Tone (NYSCC), Zen Olow (sportsman)

State board representatives
Chair: Gary Muthig
Vice chair: new vice-chair approved — Alvin Montana

DEC members present
Central Office: James Farquhar (Chief, Bureau of Wildlife), Jeremy Hurst (Game
Management Section Head)
Region 4: Mike Clark (Regional Wildlife Manager)
Region 6: Andy MacDuff (Natural Resource Supervisor)
Region 9: Jenny Landry (Natural Resource Supervisor)

Advisory Members present
NYS Conservation Council: Keith Tidball

FWMB Mission Statement
The New York State Fish and Wildlife Management Act was passed by the Legislature in 1957
for two major purposes:
1. to encourage the preservation and development of fish and wildlife resources on
privately-owned lands and waters, and
2. to improve public recreational access to fish and wildlife resources on privately-owned
lands and waters

Status of State FWMB
e Concern that FWMB is shut down in RS

o DEC explained that wasn’t the case; encouraged board to refocus on primary
statutory purpose rather than hold meetings focused on DEC updates

o To preserve open communication, DEC Region 5 fish and wildlife managers
hosted periodic conservation forums, inviting representatives of conservation
groups, hunting and fishing organizations including FWBM, and the public for
brief summaries of DEC activities in the region and discussion of shared priorities
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e Region 5: working to encourage pheasant hunts on agricultural lands;
o Have not had a regional FWMB meeting since Feb 2024;
o Alvin Montana (R6) offered to help get R5 back up and running

¢ RG6 developed a handbook for new board members (Alvin Montana) and will share with
the State FWMB when approved by the regional board

¢ R9 not having success getting legislative involvement in regional meetings

o DEC identified concern that the FWMB (statewide and regional) had shifted focus toward
receiving information from DEC rather than engaging in their primary statutory purpose
o Need to refocus board activities to gaining public access to private lands and
improving fish and wildlife habitat on private land
o FWMB is not a DEC board, and it is not DEC’s responsibility or purpose to direct
the FWMB; DEC is an advisory member of the FWMB
o FWMB should not be dependent on DEC
o DEC will continue to work on habitat and access projects, providing periodic
opportunity for the board to collaborate; FWMB should identify additional habitat
and access related projects

¢ Need to draw distinction between FWMB and NYSCC
o NYSCC is the umbrella organization representing county federations and their
member local hunting & fishing clubs; president of NYSCC is identified by statute
as an advisory member of FWBM
o NYSCC serves as an advocate for NY hunters, trappers, and anglers.
o FWMB’s work should be focused on the 2 major components of the FWMB
mission statement

¢ Need to refocus and reorganize the state FWMB board

FWMB Regional Boards: What is expected?
e Focus on habitat and access; may be happening to some degree
e State board should provide guidance to regional boards to ensure regions are working
toward statutory purpose and not experiencing mission drift
¢ Regional boards report not getting feedback or direction from state board
¢ Handbook for new members being developed by R6 may be a good starting place
e Would help to have yearly mission (task) for the state & regional boards

Nominating committee
e Alvin Montana nominated and approved as Vice Chair
e Need to generate a list of members before considering additional nominations
e Vacant Advisory Members: NYDOT, NYS OPRHP, NYS Soil & Water, NY Farm Bureau,
NYS Grange, NYS Isaac Walton League, SUNY-ESF, Cornell Ag & Life Sciences, etc.
o DEC suggests not worrying about advisory members until board is reorganized,
repopulated, and refocused on fundamental statutory work

Next meeting
¢ Need to have clear agenda

e Possibly a virtual meeting in January
e In-person meeting at White Eagle in spring
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Action items

1. Distribute bylaws (https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife pdf/fwmbbylaws.pdf) and
statutes (https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/11-0501) to board members
2. Send regional and Advisory Membership lists to Gary Muthig

Meeting Adjourned at 10:50am

Notes compiled by Jeremy Hurst, DEC

MEMBERS: Representatives of County Boards of Supervisors/County Legislators, Landowners and Sportsmen
ADVISORY MEMBERS: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, New York State Department of Agriculture

and Markets, New York State Conservation Council, Inc., Farm Bureau of New York, New York State Grange,
New York State Forest Practice Board, Izaak Walton League of America; New York State Division, New York
State Soil and Water Conservation Committee, New York State College of Environmental Science and Forestry,
New York State College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Cornell University.
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