Bald Eagle Forest Management Guidance for 480a Projects

The best recommendation to avoid taking of Bald Eagles is to avoid cutting any trees within
660’ of an eagle nest during the January 1°* to August 31% breeding season. If the project
cannot abide by this work window, then appropriate avoidance and minimization measures
are required to avoid the need for an Incidental Take Permit.

For tree cutting to occur during the breeding season (January 1- August 31), the
following are required:

e Avoid cutting within 330’ of the nest between January 15t and August 31" unless the
following conditions are met:

o Tree cuttingis initiated during the nonbreeding season

o Tree cutting and associated activities do not move closer in proximity to the
nest after December 31

o Tree cutting and associated activities from January 1 — August 31 have a
visual barrier between the nest and the site of the activity (e.g. behind a ridge
line or dense trees)

o No tree cutting, log landings, vehicle or equipment storage or access road
construction within 50 ft of the nest at anytime

For tree cutting outside the breeding season (September 1-December 31), the
following are required:

* No tree cutting occurs within 50 ft of the nest tree.

The following are additional Best Management Practices that are not required, but
recommended:

e Forest management projects should retain as many trees as possible within 660’ of
the nest site

e Avoid clearing trees that provide a visual buffer to the nest from public roadways or
other public access points.

e Within forest stands, avoid the construction of new access roads or log landings
within 330’ of the nest tree.



