
Northern Long-eared Bat Forest Management Guidance for 480a Projects 

The best recommendation to avoid taking bats is to cut all trees ≥3 inches DBH between 
November 1st and March 31st while bats are hibernating underground. If the project cannot 
abide by this work window, then appropriate avoidance and minimization measures are 
required to avoid the need for an Incidental Take Permit. 

For tree cutting to occur during the active season (April 1-October 31), the following 
are required: 

• Avoid cutting all trees ≥3 inches DBH between June 1st and August 15th, which is 
considered the pup-rearing season 

• Leave uncut all known roost trees and no tree cutting within 150 feet of known 
roosts 

• No tree cutting occurs within 0.25 miles of a known hibernaculum  
• Leave snag and cavity trees uncut unless their removal is necessary for protection of 

human life and property. Snag and cavity trees are defined under DEC Program 
Policy ONR-DLF-2 Retention on State Forests.  

•      If any bats are observed flying from a tree, or on a tree that has been cut, tree 
management activities in the area should be suspended and contact DEC staff at 
(XXX) XXX-XXXX  or at XXX.rX@dec.ny.gov as soon as possible. A permit may be 
required to continue work, or you may have to wait until November 1 to resume 
activities. 

The following are additional Best Management Practices that are not required, but 
recommended: 

• Forest management projects should retain as many snags (i.e., standing dead trees) 
as possible and minimize removal of potential roost trees (live trees greater than 3” 
DBH with visible cavities). 

• Avoid isolating forest stands by leaving forested corridors connecting them to other 
forested areas 

• Avoid/minimize clear cuts larger than 5 acres in size 
• Within forest stands, avoid the construction of new roads or the widening of existing 

roads 
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