
Timber Rattlesnake Forest Management Guidance for 480a Projects 

The best recommendation to avoid taking of Timber Rattlesnakes is to avoid cutting any 
trees within a mile of a known den during the April 1st to October 31st active season.  If the 
project cannot abide by this work window, then appropriate avoidance and minimization 
measures are required to avoid the need for an Incidental Take Permit. 

For tree cutting to occur during the active season (April 1st to October 31st), the 
following are required: 

• Avoid cutting within 330’ basking areas and 660’ of den sites 
• Avoid using open areas within 330’ of basking areas or dens as log landings or 

equipment storage areas 
• Require all workers to familiarize themselves with and follow the guidance in the 

Timber Rattlesnake Education and Encounter Plan  
• Avoid vehicle use within 100 ft of den sites.  

 
For tree cutting outside the active season (November 1 – March 31), the following are 
required: 

• Avoid using basking areas or the area within 100 ft of a den as a log landing or 
equipment storage area. 

• Do not place slash in basking areas or within 100 ft of den sites. 
• Avoid vehicle use within 100 ft of den sites.  

 
The following are additional Best Management Practices that are not required, but 
recommended: 

• Limit harvest during the active period (April 1 – October 31) as much as possible 
• Avoid the construction of new access roads or log landings within 660’ of the den 

site or 330’ of basking sites.  
 


