Timber Rattlesnake Education and Encounter plan — NYS DEC issued

This project site is located in an area of potential Timber Rattlesnake use. Timber Rattlesnakes are a state listed
threatened species. Timber Rattlesnakes use a wide range of habitats, including various types of forested, open habitat
or developed landscapes and can move 1.5 miles or more from dens. They are particularly active on the landscape
between April 1%t and October 31%. Limiting initial vegetation removal and ground disturbance to November 1% to
March 315t will largely eliminate the chance for encounters with Timber Rattlesnakes. This document is intended to
minimize impacts to Timber Rattlesnakes that may be encountered during approved forest management activities that
take place during the snake’s active season. This document should be used in accordance with the Department’s
approved 480a plan for the above referenced project and all other species take avoidance measures. This information
should be provided to all workers/operators at the project location/facility.

e The Timber Rattlesnake is listed as “Threatened” on the New York State Endangered Species List.

e Asallisted species, the Timber Rattlesnake is protected under the New York State Environmental Conservation Law.

e Asprovided by the law, it is illegal for any person to approach, touch, move, threaten, harass, disturb, injure, or kill
a Timber Rattlesnake. It is also illegal to take import, transport, possess, or sell any Timber Rattlesnake, its skin, or
other parts, except under a permit or license from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC).

e Aviolation of the Environmental Conservation Law is punishable by both criminal and civil penalties.

e Do not work or disturb areas within 330ft of a basking area (forest openings where significant sunlight hitsthe
ground) or a den between April 1st and October 31st and avoid any vehicle use within 100ft of dens year round.
DEC can help identify where these occur on a project site.

e Do not use open areas within 330ft of basking areas or dens as log landings or equipment storage areas.

e The Timber Rattlesnake may be encountered along roads, near homes and yards, in construction sites, and in
undeveloped areas. If encountered, move away and do not attempt to touch, disturb, injure, or kill the snake.

e Look for snakes in project work areas before starting work and periodically during the workday.

e Ifasnake is seen, ensure it is avoided. Allow the snake to continue on its way.

e If the snake does not move out of harm’s way on its own, or needs to be moved out of the work area, contact the
NYSDEC Regional Bureau of Wildlife for legal options available to move timber rattlesnakes.

e Report any encounters within 24 hours at Wildlife@dec.ny.gov. Please provide the location, the project name, and

explanation of the encounter when reporting.

Accompanying handouts:

e Timber Rattlesnake Fact sheet
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7147.html

e NYNHP Animal Guides Timber Rattlesnake
https://guides.nynhp.org/timber-rattlesnake/

e NYS DEC Snake of New York
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration pdf/snakes.pdf

e
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Species description

Measuring from 3 to 4.5 feet or more in length, the timber rattlesnake is the largest venomous snake in New York. The
record length is 74 ¥z inches. Despite their size, cryptic coloration allows them to be easily concealed. Two color patterns
are commonly found: a light phase, which has black or dark brown crossbands on a lighter background color of yellow,
brown or gray, and a dark phase, which has dark crossbands on a dark background. Black or dark brown stippling also
occurs in different amounts, so that some individuals appear all black. Scales are ridged, giving this rattlesnake a rough-
skinned appearance. The timber rattler has a broadly triangular head with many small scales on the crown of the head
bordered by a few large scales.

Like other members of the pit-viper family, the timber rattlesnake has a temperature-sensitive opening, or pit, on either
side of the face between and a little below the eye and nostril. This sensory organ is used to detect prey and potential
predators. Another feature distinctive of rattlesnakes is the rattle itself. This structure is made of loosely attached horny
segments. A new segment is added each time the snake sheds. When vibrated, the rattle makes a buzzing sound
characteristic of a disturbed rattlesnake.

If you encounter injured wildlife, please contact a local NYS DEC licensed Wildlife
Rehabilitator by scanning the QR code, calling the Regional Wildlife office or
vsiting https://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/sls_searches/index.cfm?p=live_rehab

SCAN ME

Page 2 of 2





