
 

2024 DEC Funding for Municipal Food Scraps Recycling 

The goal of this funding program was to support municipalities in New York State with 

their projects to increase residential food scraps recycling or enhance food scraps 

recycling programs and facilities. $2,139,073.11 was awarded to 27 organizations.  

Capital Region  

City of Albany 

$200,000.00 
The City of Albany will hire a new coordinator position to manage the City's food scraps 

diversion programs. The new coordinator will also develop and implement new food 

scraps diversion initiatives to complement and improve the pre-existing programs. 

 

Central New York 

Madison County 

$179,923.00 
Madison County will implement a food scraps composting program at the Buyea Road 

Transfer Station. The goal of the project is to divert 10% of the annual waste volume, 

approximately 50 tons, through the implementation of food scraps composting. The 

project will prioritize minimizing contamination and educational programming catered to 

the public, including residents, farmers, and local businesses. 

 

Finger Lakes 

Town of Henrietta 

$146,339.58 
The Town of Henrietta will establish Monroe County's first municipal composting facility, 

creating an opportunity for residents and businesses to recycle food scraps locally. By 

offering a convenient and centralized drop-off site, the facility removes logistical and 

financial barriers to participation. A portion of the funding will be used to construct a 

small, multipurpose office building that includes a year-round covered drop-off site. The 

facility will process up to 4,000 cubic yards of food scraps and yard waste annually, 

significantly increasing the region's organics recycling capacity. 

 

  



Ontario County 

$93,677.93 

Ontario County will offer backyard composting kits at a significantly reduced cost to all 

residents within the County's borders over a three-year period. The objective of the 

program is to increase food scraps diversion from the Ontario County Landfill by 

providing residents with the tools they need to compost their food scraps at home. Each 

year, a set number of kits will be offered to residents, not to exceed a maximum of 1,200 

over the three-year period. 

 

Long Island 

Village of Port Washington North 

$75,300.00 

The Village of Port Washington North will launch and operate a municipal food scraps 

drop-off program in collaboration with Residents Forward, a local environmental and 

sustainability non-profit organization. The primary target is 1,300 households, including 

single-family homes, garden apartments, and a 55+ condominium community. Food 

scraps will also be collected at the Guggenheim Elementary School, and the school 

program will be supported with training and education for students and staff.  

Village of Patchogue 

$164,074.00 

The Village of Patchogue will partner with Citizens Campaign Fund for the Environment 

and American Organic Energy (AOE) to launch an innovative municipal pilot project to 

reduce wasted food by increasing food scraps recycling by residents. The pilot project 

will educate homeowners on the importance of food scraps recycling, inform them on 

how to correctly recycle food scraps, and offer participants a central drop-off location to 

deliver their food scraps for recycling. The food scraps will be picked up from the central 

location and brought to AOE for recycling.  

 

Mid-Hudson 

Dutchess County 

$9,975.00 

Dutchess County will expand its food scraps recycling initiative, create and launch 

educational materials and workshops, and provide equipment for backyard composting 

to residents. These efforts will address barriers to composting, such as education, 

resource accessibility, and community engagement. 

  



Village of Woodbury 

$7,668.75 

The Village of Woodbury will enhance its food scraps recycling program by establishing 

a local food scraps collection site. The collection site will be set up in a proposed public 

park with trails and a community garden. The compost produced at this site will enrich 

the community garden to be established here and may be made available to residents 

for use in home gardens.  

 

Rockland County Solid Waste Management Authority 

$199,983.00 

Rockland County Solid Waste Management Authority will expand its existing food 

scraps recycling program by initiating a curbside food scraps pilot program. The 

collected food scraps will be delivered to the existing co-composting facility. This project 

anticipates diverting up to 230 tons of food scraps per year by 2028. 

 

Town of Highland 

$70,000.00 

The Town of Highland will partially fund the Sullivan Catskills Zero Waste Food Security 

Expansion Project. Funding from this grant will be used to support the collection of food 

scraps and delivery to Sullivan County's existing High-solids Organic-waste Recycling 

System with Electric output (HORSE), a small-scale anaerobic digester system for 

onsite anaerobic digestion. The organics recycling portion of the broader project will 

expand the use of the HORSE in an integrated system, processing organics in a 

sustainable manner, and creating soil amendments to support soil health and fertilize 

soils in the county. 

 

Town of Hurley 

$61,409.00 

The Town of Hurley will expand food scraps recycling capacity at the Town of Hurley 

Transfer Station and expand food scraps recycling opportunities for residents in Hurley 

and nearby towns by offering food scraps collection services, establishing drop-off 

locations, and providing education opportunities.  

 

Village of Briarcliff Manor 

$35,549.00 

The Village of Briarcliff Manor will divert food scraps by establishing a local food scraps 

drop-off site for residents to use at the Village's Department of Public Works facility and 

compost the collected food scraps nearby. Grant funds will be used to contract with a 



hauler to transport the food scraps to a composting facility in nearby Cortlandt Manor, 

and develop and launch educational materials to support the program, including videos, 

signage, stickers, flyers, etc.  

Village of Dobbs Ferry 

$15,883.00 

The Village of Dobbs Ferry will expand the existing food scraps drop-off site through the 

construction of a new structure to create a defined collection area, designed to improve 

organization, functionality, and accessibility. This structure will feature designated 

spaces for the bins, preventing overflow and spillage, and ensuring a cleaner and more 

visually appealing site. The site improvements will also include updates to signage, 

including the installation of a new, informative sign at the site to educate users about the 

importance of composting and proper sorting practices. 

Village of Mamaroneck 

$45,118.00 

The Village of Mamaroneck will improve and expand its municipal food scraps recycling 

program. Currently, 300 households participate in weekly pickups, with additional 

residents dropping food scraps off at the municipal recycling yard. To expand the 

program, the Village will work with a Minority- or Woman-Owned Business to design a 

protective canopy to safeguard workers and equipment from extreme weather and 

ensure food scraps collection accessibility. The shed will include future solar panel 

installations to strengthen sustainability efforts, protect resources, and ensure the long-

term success of the Village’s food scraps recycling program.    

 

Mohawk Valley 

Sherrill School District 

$13,852.43 

The Sherrill School District will establish a food scraps recycling program, diverting food 

scraps from all five schools in the district. The project includes student-led waste audits, 

educational programming, and hands-on learning experiences for students. The food 

scraps collected from the schools will be composted on-site. Funding will be used to 

purchase composting equipment and educational materials. 

 

 

  



New York City 

New York City Housing Authority 

$200,000.00 

The New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) will establish new residential food scrap 

drop-off sites at NYCHA housing developments in East Harlem that do not currently 

have any infrastructure for food scraps collection and add collection points at one 

development that already has a food scraps drop-off point. NYCHA residents at these 

developments are not served by the New York City Department of Sanitation (DSNY) 

curbside organics collection program, so this initiative will bring food scraps collection 

services to more New York City residents. 

 

North Country 

Peru Central School District 

$7,100.00 

The Peru Central School District will increase rates of food scraps collected and reduce 

faculty, staff, and district operational costs through equipment improvements, education, 

staff training, and encouraging faculty and staff to deposit food scraps in campus food 

scrap collection bins.  

Town of Jay 

$22,000.00 

The Town of Jay will launch a three-phase food scrap collection program that will 

culminate in the Town developing and operating a composting facility, Phase 1 of which 

will be funded by this grant. The Town will establish a food scrap drop-off site that will be 

serviced by a local food scrap hauling business and an accompanying educational 

campaign for the community that will be conducted by Compost for Good. 

 

Town of Keene 

$3,705.00 

The Town of Keene will use funds from this grant to pilot food scraps collection for one 

year, paying a local hauler to collect food scraps from the town transfer station on a 

weekly basis. The Town will also subcontract with a local food waste reduction 

consultant to develop and launch educational materials and programming to support the 

success of the program. 

 

  



Town of Westport 

$25,000.00 

The Town of Westport will develop and launch a pilot food scraps collection program at 

the local transfer station. The Town will also partner with a local food waste reduction 

and composting specialist to offer community-scale education and awareness 

programming, as well as signage and promotional materials to support the program. 

 

Town of Colton 

$61,145.00 

The Town of Colton will design, construct, and implement a comprehensive household 

food scraps recycling program to enhance recycling programs already in operation at its 

recycling center. The funding will be used to purchase food scraps collection kits that 

will be made available for free to households and a collection bin for the local school, as 

well as to contract with Compost for Good to conduct a comprehensive public 

awareness program to support the success of the initiative. 

 

Village of Potsdam 

$55,297.50 

The Village of Potsdam aims to address limited opportunities for residents to compost in 

the Village by launching a pilot program to offer on-site food scraps pickup to residents, 

particularly to renters and other residents who are currently often unable to compost at 

home, and establish a new program at the Potsdam Central School. 

 

Village of Canton 

$20,172.24 

The Village of Canton will expand food scraps recycling infrastructure in the Village by 

installing three publicly accessible food scrap collection bins in the community, 

partnering with North Country Compost for site maintenance and hauling, supporting 

residents in composting by providing countertop food scrap caddies, and promoting 

food scraps recycling through a partnership with a local middle school. The project 

anticipates diverting 51,600 lbs. of food scraps over one year. 

 

  



Western New York 

Genesee Valley School District 

$133,804.00 

Genesee Valley Central School District will develop, implement, and scale a food scraps 

reduction program across the campus and region that defines the district. The district 

will purchase and install an in-vessel composter and construct supporting infrastructure 

to enable site-based composting of staff and student-generated food scraps. The project 

will be scaled to include food scraps collection from the general community and at least 

one other community agency. 

Salamanca City School District 

$87,523.00 

Salamanca City School District will develop a food scraps recycling program that will 

collect food scraps from school kitchens and compost them on-site. This project aims to 

reduce food scraps from school cafeterias and divert it for recycling while educating and 

involving students in the process to give them hands-on learning experiences of the 

benefits of composting.   

 

Erie County  

$197,000.00 

Erie County will use the grant funds to support a compost coordinator position within the 

Erie County Department of Environment and Planning. Duties of this position will 

include overseeing and managing the compost site at the Erie County Correctional 

Facility, education and outreach on composting and food waste recycling within Erie 

County, and advisement for Erie County municipalities that are interested in starting 

residential compost operations. The project will also include site enhancements at the 

Erie County Correctional Facility. 

 

Village of Orchard Park 

$7,573.68 

The Village of Orchard Park will partner with Farmer Pirates Compost, a Buffalo-based 

worker-owned cooperative, to implement a one-year pilot food scraps collection 

program for Village residents.  


