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Business Name: 

Department of 
Environmental 
Conservation 

Res�onsible Business Representative Interviewed: 
First ame: Last Name: 

Divisions of Materials Management and Law Enforcement 
NYS Environmental Conservation Law Article 27, Titles 27 & 28, 
6 NYCRR Part 351 Plastic Bag Reduction, Reuse and Recycling 

INSPECTION REPORT AND NOTICE 
Business Address: Date: 
Street Address: City State: Zip. 

I I 

Business Rep. Job Title: I (
usine

f 
s Rep. :hone: Business Rep. Email: 

I Time: □am □pm 

DEC Inspector: DLE Written Warning #: 
(for DLE use only) I

County: 

I
DEC Region: 

Inspector should review/update all business contact information with the responsible business representative during inspection. 
Check one: All contact information WAS D WAS NOT reviewed/updated today during inspection. 

INSPECTOR'S OBSERVATIONS (Key: C = Compliant, NI= Not Inspected, V = Violation, U = Unknown) 
Please take photo of the business's Certificate of Authority or note below that it is not posted in the store. If possible, take photos of 

all violations witnessed. 
Jurisdiction 
ECL Article 27, Title 28 (Plastic Carryout Bag Ban): A business that meets the definition of a "person required to collect tax" and is a vendor of 
tangible personal property subject to New York State sales tax must not distribute plastic carryout bags. [ECL §§ 27-2801 (5); 27-2803(1)]. ECL § 
27-2807(1) includes enforcement provisions, stating that any person required to collect tax who violates any provision of ECL § 27-2803 shall
receive a warning notice for the first such violation. A person required to collect tax shall be liable for a civil penalty of $250 for the first violation
after receiving a warning and $500 for any subsequent violation. Each commercial transaction constitutes no more than one violation. Additional
penalties may apply pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 351-1.5 and ECL § 71-4003.
lnsP-ection Observations: 

C NI V U □□□□ 1a. Person required to collect tax is not distributing film or other plastic carry out bags, for free or for sale, other than for 
exemptions defined in ECL § 27-2801 (1) or 6 NYC RR§ 351-1.2(f). [ECL § 27-2803(1 ); 6 NYC RR§ 351-2.1 (a)]. 
1 b. Provide information about the plastic carryout bags the person required to collect tax is distributing 

i. What types of plastic carryout bags is the store distributing?
Film Plastic□ Fabric or Cloth Bag that Contains Plastic□ Unknown□ 

ii. How many violations at the point of sale were observed from within the store?
Film Plastic Bag Violations #: Fabric or Cloth Bag that Contains Plastic Violations#: I�

iii. Person required to collect tax is distributing bags which may contain plastic for: Free □ Sale□ 
Take Photos of Film or Other Plastic Carry_out Bags and Material Tag� 

Notes on film or other plastic carry out bags: 
Material Composition of Bags Distributed: 
Sale Price: 
Location of Bags: 
Other Notes:

Distributing carryout bags with any amount of plastic, other than for exemptions defined in ECL § 27-2801(1) and NYC RR§ 351-1.2(f), 
violates ECL § 27-2803(1) and 6 NYCRR § 351-2.1(a). 

Jurisdiction 
ECL Article 27, Title 27 (Collection and Recycling of Plastic Bags and Other Film Plastics): A business that meets the definition of "store" 
with over 10,000 square feet of retail space; or is part of a retail chain that operates five or more stores with more than 5,000 square feet each of 
retail space in New York State under common ownership and management, and that provided plastic carryout bags to its customers as the result 
of the sale of a product any time prior to March 1, 2020, or is currently providing plastic carryout bags to its customers at point of sale, must 
maintain an at-store recycling program for plastic carryout bags and other film plastic. [ECL § 27-2705 and 6 NYCRR § 351-2.3] ECL § 71-
2728(1) includes enforcement provisions, stating that any person who knowingly or intentionally violates any provision of or fails to perform any 
duty imposed by the law shall upon the first finding of a violation be provided with a warning. After receiving the warning notice, a person shall be 
liable for a civil penalty of up to $100 for a second violation, and for a third or subsequent violation, such person will be liable for a penalty of up to 
$500. Additional penalties may apply pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 351-1.5 and ECL § 71-4003. 

Proceed with Title 27 inspection ( questions 3-6) ifTitle 27 jurisdiction is met. 
Note - Any store, regardless of size, that is part of a chain that meets the definition of "store" should receive a Title 27 inspection. 

lnsP-ection Observations: 
2a Square footage of retail space Under 5, 000 sq ft § OR 5, 000 to 10,000 sq ft □ OR Over 10 ,000 sq ft □ 
2b The answer to 2a Is Estimate D OR Actual

C NI V 
2c The answer to 2a Includes outdoor retail space OR Does not include outdoor retail space □ 

□ □□ 3. Store has a film plastic recycling bin. [ECL §§ 27-2703(1 ); 27-2705(2); 27-2803(3), and 6 NYCRR 351-2.3(a)(1 ),(2)].

□ □ □ 4. Store has a film plastic recycling bin with proper signage. [ECL§ 27-2705(2) and 6 NYC RR§ 351-2.3(a)(3)].
Take photos of bin and surrounding area.

:



5. Describe whether the store has established and maintains an at-store recycling program for plastic carryout bags
and other film plastic in which the material from the individual store is collected, transported, and sent for recycling,
and is not disposed of in any solid waste disposal facility [ECL § 27-2705(3) and 6 NYCRR § 351-2.3(b),(c)].

Notes on store film plastic recycling program (Items 3,4,5). Provide a narrative description for Item 5: 

C NI V 6. Store, or its agent, and the owner of an enclosed shopping mall, or its agent, maintains records for a minimum of
three years, with weights, demonstrating plastic carryout bags and other film plastic from the individual store or 
enclosed shopping mall are being collected, transported, and sent for recycling and such records were made
available to the department upon request [ECL § 27-2705(4) and 6 NYCRR § 351-2.3(d)].

□□□
i. Store made film plastic collection, transport, and recycling records available to inspector covering:

Up to 1 year D 1-2 years□ 3 yearsD 3+ years D 
Store did not make records available to inspector D 

ii. Date store began film plastics collection program: �I----�
iii. Date store began maintaining film plastic recycling records:

�---� 

Notes on store film plastic recycling records: 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

THIS INSPECTION REPORT IS THE BASIS FOR THE FOLLOWING NOTICE: 

NO VIOLATIONS WERE FOUND during this inspection. 

Violations are documented above. THIS IS A WARNING NOTICE for first-time violation(s) in above ltem(s) _______ _ 
(Inspector to specify 1, 3, 4, and/or 6). A Warning Notice for a violation of one provision of Title 27 or Title 28 constitutes a 
Warning Notice for all provisions of that Title on this form. The Business Representative must correct the Violations and 
prevent them from recurring. DEC may reinspect the business and repeated violation(s) may result in formal enforcement, 
fines, and penalties. 

Violations are documented above. THIS IS A NOTICE OF VIOLATION. The violation(s) in above ltem(s) _______ _ 
(Inspector to specify 1, 3, 4, and/or 6) were previously the subject of a Warning Notice and are therefore being referred to DEC's 
Office of General Counsel for formal enforcement, which may include fines and penalties. 

THIS INSPECTION REPORT AND NOTICE HAS BEEN REVIEWED WITH THE BUSINESS 
REPRESENTATIVE AND: (Inspector to check one) 

Inspector has indicated to the business representative that this Inspection Report and Notice will be emailed to the 
business representative using the contact information provided at the top of this form. For an Inspection Report 
and Notice indicating "This is a Warning Notice", inspector has indicated to the business representative that this Inspection 
Report and Notice will be mailed and emailed to the business representative using the contact information provided at the 
top of this form. 

Inspector has hand-delivered the signed, hard copy original of this Inspection Report and Notice to the business 
representative at the conclusion of the inspection (after having first photographed both sides of this form for DEC records). 

Inspector's Signature 

Film Plastic Recycling Assistance for Stores 

Information on how to establish an in-store film plastic recycling program can be found on DEC's website at 
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/recycling-composting/plastic-bag-and-film-plastic-recycling. Information such as store compliance 
requirements, how to set up a film plastic recycling program and best practices, film plastic recycling and record keeping requirements, and how to 
find a film plastic recycler are available. A quick reference flyer with important information is also available for download at 
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/plasticfilmretailer.pdf 

Reusable Bag� 

A "reusable bag" means a non-plastic bag that: 
• Is made of: cloth or other machine washable fabric; or other durable material with handles that is specifically designed and manufactured for

multiple reuse; and
• Has at least one strap or handle that does not stretch and is fastened to the bag in such a manner that it allows the bag to meet the strength and

durability standards in the bullet point below;
• Has a minimum lifespan of 125 uses, with a use equal to the ability to carry a minimum of 22 pounds over a distance of at least 175 feet.

Do You Have Questions? 

If your business has been inspected by DEC and you have questions regarding your compliance requirements, please contact DEC at 
plasticbags@dec.ny.gov or (518) 402-8706. Additional information is also available at https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/
recycling-composting/plastic-bag-waste-reductionlaw 
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